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COUNCILS MANDATE 


The mandate of the Ontario Advisory Council on Women’s Issues is as follows: 


To advise the Government of Ontario, through the Minister Responsible for Women’s 
Issues, On matters pertaining to women’s issues and without limiting the generality of 
the foregoing: 


(a) to monitor and assess existing legislation, policies and programs related to the 
needs of women; 


(b) to identify specific areas requiring the attention of Government and to recommend 
legislation and program changes; 


(c) to consult with groups and hold public meetings with the purpose of stimulating 
public discussion, particularly in regions throughout Ontario; 


(d) to respond to requests from the Minister Responsible for Women’s Issues for advice 
and consultation on matters relating to women. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


April 1, 1985 — March 31, 1986 


Salaries 

Benefits 

Travel and Accommodation 
Communications 
(Telephone & Postage) 
Honoraria 

Research 

Consultations and Forums 
Moving Expenses 

Office Machines 

Printing 

Office Supplies 


$447.0 


“One time expense. (in thousands) 
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PRESIDENT'S 
MESSAGE 


Sam Ion, 
Council President 


As Council enters its 13th year of existence, and the second 
year of its new mandate and name change, I would like 
to reflect on Council’s accomplishments and chart the 
challenges that still lie ahead. 


The year brought some personnel changes within Council. 
The Vice-Chair, empty since I became president in October 
1984, has been filled by member Sandra Kerr. Sandra in 
her new role has been a valuable asset. She is on many 
of Council’s committees and was a driving force behind 
our Youth Conference. Her enthusiasm, expertise and 
boundless energy encourage us all. 


We said goodbye to members Kay Howland and Kay Toye 
whose terms were up. They're gone but not forgotten as 
we continue to use the briefs they produced and 
remember their legacy of hard work and dedication. Judith 
Hendin left us to become President of the Federal PC 
Women’s Caucus. We'll miss her work on family law. Eva 
Marszewski resigned after her appointment to the Workers’ 
Compensation Board. Council appreciates her preliminary 
work on the regional sole support mothers conferences 
planned for 1987. Mariah Seymour resigned due to 
commitments in her own region. She left us with a growing 
knowledge of and sensitivity to native women. 


The year also brought gains for women, gains for which 
Council and women’s groups have worked long and hard. 
Changes to family law, pensions, pay equity and an end to 
violence against women are no longer just hopes and 
dreams. But it’s only a beginning. The little progress we 
have made is no reason to sit back and believe we have 
achieved equality. 


True equality is economic equality. We cannot pat ourselves 
on the back when affordable childcare is still not available; 
when affirmative action has achieved a beginning at best; 
when the pay equity bill will affect only a few women in 
the public sector and is still in the endless green paper 
discussion stage for the private sector. 
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We cannot talk in terms of equality when our visible 
minority sisters are still explaining “the issue is sex, the 
problem is race”. Our sisters working as domestics caring 
for children and the elderly are still not, for the most part, 
covered under the Employment Standards Act and even 
though they often work for women, they work long hours 
without the benefits of overtime. 


Equality is not a reality for women in Northern Ontario 
who do not have equal access to medical facilities. And all 

over Ontario, affordable, adequate housing for many is 
not available now, and will not be in the near future. 


Yes, women have made gains this year, but we have a long 
way to go. We must continue to lobby our MPPs on these 
issues and continue to work together for effective change. 


And, finally, let us remember, that when we proudly state, 
“Tam a feminist”, what we are saying is: “T believe in 
equality for women”. 


tae Non. 


Sam Ion 
Council President 


COUNCIL MEMBERS 


Sam ION, Toronto 

Council President 

October 1984 to October 1987 
Sandra KERR, Oakville 

Vice-President 

November 1984 to October 1986 


Ed ARUNDELL, Mississauga 

October 1984 to October 1987 
Sarah BAND, Toronto 

October 1984 to October 1987 
Kay HOWLAND, Dunrobin 

June 1980 to June 1986 
Dorothy KIRBY, Etobicoke 

October 1984 to October 1987 
Annabelle LOGAN, London 

August 1981 to June 1987 
Sandra MANZIG, Windsor 

June 1983 to June 1986 


Diane MARLEAU, Sudbury 
October 1984 to October 1986 


Eva MARSZEWSKI, Toronto 
June 1985 to June 1988 
Susan McDONALD, Arva 
January 1986 to January 1989 
Ceta RAMKHALAWANSINGH, Toronto 
November 1983 to November 1986 
Mariah SEYMOUR, Kenora 
October 1984 to October 1986 
Barbara STONE, St. Catharines 
August 1981 to June 1987 
Kay TOYE, Burlington 
June 1980 to June 1986 
Glenna CARR, Toronto 
Ex-officio member in her capacity as Executive Director 
of the Ontario Women’s Directorate 


FRONT ROW (seated), left to right: Dorothy Kirby, Kay Toye, Sandra Manzig, Diane Marleau. BACK ROW (standing), left to right: Susan 
McDonald, Ed Arundell, Sandra Kerr, Ceta Ramkhalawansingh, Annabelle Logan, Eva Marszewski, Barbara Stone, Sarah Band. 


MISSING: Sam Ion, Mariah Seymour, Kay Howland. 
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VICE-PRESIDENT'S 
MESSAGE 


Sandra Kerr, 
Vice-President 


1985 was International Year of Youth and the Ontario 
Advisory Council on Women’s Issues held a special 
conference entitled “Tomorrow's Women — Beyond the 
Rainbow”. It was our first focus solely on teenage women 
and their futures. 


The positive energy of these young women was a joy to 
see. So many of them were keenly aware of a greater 
variety of jobs and possibilities for their future careers. 
Their sense of justice in the work place, fairness in equal 
pay and consideration of equality were all evident. 


But their idea of a family was somehow defined by a 
romantic illusory past. Our 500 teenagers came to us still 
believing they would find that handsome prince, settle 
into a magnificent castle (rural or urban), have two perfect 
children and live together “over the rainbow” in perfect 
bliss. The only added feature was that they too, being 
independent, would have successful, exciting jobs, own a 
trendy boutique, or be a lawyer, and bring in lots of money. 
Shades of the TV “Soaps”! Daycare was a non-issue — 
somehow, someone would look after the kids. 


Now we all need a daydream or two to get by in life. And 
it is a wonderful thing to know that young women still 
love young men and want to be with them. 


But I wonder if we've failed somehow to translate 
feminism into families. Are we getting out the message 
that it’s okay for dad to do the laundry, for sister to take 
out the garbage, for mom to paint the house, for brother 

to cook dinner? 


Does father call and book the babysitters and mother arrive 
home late from work with dinner already prepared? If 
feminism means the right of women to use their skills to 
the best of their abilities, have we considered that others 
should be able to do so as well? Indeed have we reviewed 
father’s role in a family unit? In short, we should realize 
that if marriage is a partnership, then families are as well. 
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Perhaps our educational system portrays an outdated 
image of marriage and family. The current divorce rate 
might be indicative of too many idealistic notions. The 
teen dream could be a reaction to so many broken, 
unhappy homes hidden from society. Has the changing 
role of women affected the family and does it still hold 
true for the woman who does not work for money outside 
the home? What do the husbands and fathers of today’s 
families think about the “new” family? 


These are some questions and concerns Council will be 
looking at over the coming year. The “Tomorrow's Women” 
conference provided a platform for young women to look 
ahead “beyond the rainbow’. It did the same for us as 
today’s women, preparing to pass on our Own experience. 


QKerr 


Sandra Kerr 
Council Vice-President 


MESSAGES 


Reflections 


Kay Toye 
Council member, 
June 1980-1986 


were endorsed for the betterment of Ontario’s women. The 
briefs on Family Law Reform, Pornography & Prostitution, 
Women and Health and Pay Equity were well received. Many 
of Council’s recommendations have, in fact, been 
implemented. 


During committee meetings, opposing views were 


mind the needs of women. Finally, a consensus would be 
reached, and the committee’s working papers would be 


be sent to the Government for action. 


Meeting with women from all over Ontario was the highlight 
of my term on Council. Problems were similar everywhere. 


advising government of the needs of Ontario's women. 


I do, however, wish more progress had been made in some 
of the following areas: 


1. More facilities for abused women in outlying areas. 


3. Much needed extension of home care for the elderly. 


My best wishes to present and future Council members with 
one piece of advice: keep in mind women’s issues do not 
begin and end only in Toronto! 


Ay Ls 


Kay Toye 


DEPARTING MEMBERS’ 


During my six years on Council many worthwhile policies 


These briefs were the result of Council’s committee work. 


thoroughly discussed, heatedly at times, always keeping in 


brought before Council where once again, opposing views 
were expressed and settled. Recommendations would then 


Not all had as much access to social services as is available 
in larger municipalities. Not all believed the government was 
listening or caring. Council as a group has done its part in 


2. More facilities for alcoholic women in all areas of Ontario. 


Sharing the 
Council 
Experience 


Kay Howland, 
Council member, 
June 1980 - 1986 


It was my privilege to share the experience of Council 
over the past six years. 


During that period, consultations and regional meetings 
were held with women’s groups from across the province. 
A number of important issues were addressed and briefs 
prepared on such issues as battered wives, family law, 
pensions, prostitution and pornography, to name only 

a few. 


Many general impressions remain — two of special 
signifigance. 


First, Council’s insistence that briefs be grounded in 
everyday reality and that they meet a high standard of 
excellence. (A twinge of compassion here for the working 
committees: having gone through a process of consultation 
with interested groups and experts, in addition to 
discussion and debate among themselves, they discovered 
the severest test of all lay in Council’s scrutiny of their chef 
d'oeuvre!) The different perspectives and experience of 
Council members (one of Council's strengths) ensured no 
easy passage! 


Second, the increasing level of consciousness in 
government and among the public that “women’s issues” 
are in fact “social issues”. And Council should take some 
credit for that, having demonstrated the will and moral 
energy necessary to keep women’s issues in the forefront 
and having achieved this in a way that earned respect for 

the Council and support for the cause. 


A privilege—yes —and a pleasure too! Warm good wishes 
to all. 


Ten. thw tad 


Kay Howland 


ONTARIO ADVISORY COUNCIL ON WOMEN’S ISSUES 1985/86 


IMPROVING 
WITH AGE 


Bridget Vianna, 
Executive Officer 


“Challenging”. That’s the word that comes to mind when 
I try to describe working at the Ontario Advisory Council 
on Women’s Issues. 


It is now nine years since I joined the Council and I have 
worked under three presidents and as many Councils. It 
is interesting that each president brought her own style 
to the Council and the issues tackled and the manner 

in which Council operated was very much a part of 
each personality. 


Lynne Gordon brought flamboyance. In the late 1970s, we 
were pre-occupied with family law. It was the issue of the 
decade. At times it seemed we would always have to fight 
for an equal share. Perhaps it was coincidence, but we 
were blessed with an expert on the issue —Vice-President 
Linda Silver Dranoff. Council owes many of its 
forward-looking policies on family law to her. We also 
talked about equal pay for work of equal value, and 
amendments to the Ontario Human Rights Act were being 
legislated. It was a time for visible fighting for fairness. 


Sally Barnes personified quiet diplomacy. The inside track 
she had was invaluable to the Council. Family law was still 
the issue. Would the Act ever be amended? Equal value 
was a hot topic since now the legislature had actually voted 
for the principle! 


With Sam Ion, the Council is now ina mode of participation 
and support networks. Council's new mandate allows us 
to work more closely at the grassroots level. We are able 
to meet people throughout Ontario, on their own turf. 
Sam and I never unpack our bags! 


Pay equity (a new buzzword for equal value) is the issue 

of the 1980s. Will we get it before the century is out? I 
hope so — because I'm still waiting for some changes in 
the policies of childcare. The special concerns of visible 
minority women are also being addressed. Awareness is 
increasing. 
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As with all organizations, Council too has a human face. 
Throughout the years, differing ideas and personalities 
struggled for dominance. Small groups of members often 
banded together to ensure passage of their convictions. 
Long, heated and sometimes bitter debates occurred, but 
in the end, the policy agreed to was arrived at democrati- 
cally, each member upheld it, and Council spoke with one 
voice. 


Council itselfhas been evolving and has managed to rise 
above forces that sometimes seemed to drag it down and 
threatened to destroy it. I am glad to have played a part 
in its struggle for survival and success. 


Today, Council is a vital, growing body of which women, 
the government and members, both past and present, can 
truly be proud to have been a part. Its scope has expanded 
and the issues are diverse, encompassing more than the 
mainstream. We have developed strong links with many 
women’s groups throughout the province, and it is 
gratifying to seldom hear “who?” when one says: “Ontario 
Advisory Council on Women’s Issues.” 


GN Gas 


Bridget Vianna 
Executive Officer 


REGIONAL 


C ouncil’s mandate provides for consultations with 
women’s groups throughout Ontario. Members travel 
to various regions in Ontario and meet with local groups 

to hear their concerns. This year, Council met the women 
of St. Catharines, Windsor and Kingston. 


ST. CATHARINES 

St. Catharines Council member Barbara Stone organized a 
consultation May 24 and 25. The first day's theme was 
“Reaching the Community”. For the first time, Council 
members went into the classrooms to conduct workshops 
on women’s issues. 


Students were handed a series of questions meant to provoke 
discussion on such topics as childcare, non-traditional 
careers for women, wife battering, the wage gap, divorce, 
and female poverty, to name a few. Discussion was lively and 
many students were startled to discover their views on life 
and society were not always realistic. Students came away 
with new knowledge of Council and its activities plus a 
clearer understanding of women’s issues. 


The following schools were visited: 

Ridley College, St. Catharines Collegiate, Kernahan Park 
Secondary, Niagara District Secondary, Oakridge Elementary, 
PK. Kerwin Jr. High, E. L. Crossley Secondary, Welland 
Centennial Secondary. 


Those members who were not in the classroom were busy 
visiting local centres such as Operation Clean-up (Niagara- 
On-The-Lake), CARSA (rape crisis centre), the Detox Centre 
(Ontario's first such centre for women only) and Women’s 
Place. In addition, Council President Sam Ion was 
interviewed on CKTB radio station. 


The following day, a public forum was held in the Regional 
Council Chambers and representatives from 12 groups 
addressed Council on various issues. On behalf of the 
Ontario Grape Growers’ Women’s Action Commmittee, 
Diane Gordon explained the problem grape growers face 
regarding the shrinking farm labor pool due to new UIC 
regulations requiring payment of UIC premiums after $85 is 
earned. The resultant drop-off in willing workers causes 
further stress to the farm wife since she is traditionally the 
one who hires the farm crew and works with them in 
the fields. 


Another enlightening address was from Stan Hogarth who 
talked to Council about Senior Citizens Consultants Inc., a 


MEETINGS 


mainly volunteer group fulfilling a wide range of needs for 
senior citizens in the area. 


This was Council’s first visit to St. Catharines and surrounding 
area and it provided a chance for members to make contact 
with local women and for them to meet each other. In 
addition, Council was able to establish a presence in this 
part of Ontario and to find out first hand what concerns 
women here. 


WINDSOR 

On November 22 and 23, Council members travelled to 
Windsor for a consultation with women’s groups, organized 
by local member Sandra Manzig. 


Once again, members were delighted to hear the views of 
students, our future generation, but this time, instead of 
learning from Council, students made recommendations to 
Council on subjects ranging from women in politics to 
women in sports. And obviously students had done their 
homework, since their presentations were well planned, 
thoughtful and showed an in-depth knowledge of women’s 
issues. 


Government should impose stricter importing bans on 
pornographic material, equal pay for work of equal value 
legislation should be implemented immediately and women 
working below the poverty line should be given a more 
adequate guaranteed income — these were just some of the 
recommendations made by students. 


Presentations were also innovative and dynamic, taking the 
format of skits, poetry readings, drama and even a dance 
number on the subject of equal pay. A special highlight was 
the parliamentary-style debate on the subject of women and 
poverty. It was a tremendous opportunity for Council to hear 
the views of young people on issues that will affect them in 
their lives as adults. 


Eight schools, one elementary and seven secondary, 
participated in this event: 


Glenwood Elementary: We've Come a Long Way — 
Maybe! 

Forster Secondary: Family Law/Divorce Law: Custody 
and Support 

Riverside Secondary: The Day Care Dilemma 

Lowe Secondary: Equal Pay for Work of Equal Value 
LEssor High: Women and Poverty 

Brennan High: The Myths and Realities of Female 
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REGIONAL MEETINGS 


Participation in Sport 

Assumption High: A Celebration of Women in Literature 
Riverside Secondary: What You Don’t Know—What You 
Should Know About Pornography 


The following day, Council heard from local representa- 
tives of organizations involved with farming, job sharing, 
education, psychology, hearing handicapped, as well as 
Project Mentor and the Teen Health Centre. 


One of the presenters was Dr. Kate McCrone, professor of 
history at the University of Windsor. Speaking on the topic 
of Women and Education, Dr. McCrone made a strong 
point for the establishment of affirmative action programs 
at all universities across Ontario. And Suellen Weaver, 
provincial director for the Ontario Federation of 
Agriculture advised Council of the difficulties rural women 
face regarding childcare, and farm accidents which result 
when children are left unattended because farm women 
have many farm responsibilities taking them away from 
the care of their children. 


A videotape was made of the students’ presentations and 
given to the Windsor Board of Education for circulation 
toand use in the schools. The recommendations received 
from groups on the second day were forwarded to the 
relevant government ministries, with strong statements 
from Council urging action. 


KINGSTON: 

Council started 1986 by visiting Kingston January 28 to 
February 1. The purpose of the visit was to identify local and 
regional concerns and issues of particular interest to women 
in the Kingston area. To that end, Council held a public forum 
in the Kingston Public Library and interested groups made 
presentations to Council on such issues as housing, pensions, 
immigrant women, mental health, to name only a few. One 
of the recommendations in the pensions address was the 
interesting suggestion of a public awareness tool for getting 
women to start thinking about retirement. This was the 
concept of “Participension” similar to the very successful 
“Participaction”. 

In addition to the public forum, Council held mini-work 
sessions the next afternoon on the topics of affirmative action, 
health in the workplace, domestic violence and sexual 
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assault, women and mental health, housing and daycare. For 
these sessions, Council broke up into groups and heard 
informal presentations which were followed by dialogues 
between Council members and women attending sessions. 


This was Council's first visit to eastern Ontario and since 
Kingston has no direct representative on Council to pave the 
way, members paired up to visit various centres in order to 
make contact with as many Kingston women as possible. 
Some of the places visited were Gabriel House, a residence 
for pregnant women; Senior Citizens’ Council; North 
Frontenac Community Service Corporation in Sharbot Lake 
and Loyalist Collegiate and Vocational Institute. Many of these 
groups presented written briefs to Council pointing out areas 
of concern. 


Council President Sam Ion and Executive Officer Bridget 
Vianna visited the Kingston Prison for Women. Afterwards, 
they met with the Executive Director of the Elizabeth Fry 
Society and received a brief outlining some problems in the 
prisons. This was submitted to the Ministry of Correctional 
Services and the concerns expressed by the director were 
thoroughly investigated. 


In Toronto, Council formed a committee to review and study 
all the briefs submitted during the two-day stay. These were 
forwarded to the relevant government ministries with 
covering letters from Council urging action. 


Not all ministers acknowledged the briefs, but several 

did, and Council was gratified to learn that in many cases 
direct action was taken, or the issue was already being 
considered and a date was given when to expect action. 
Council is monitoring the latter and will be in contact with 
these ministries. 


TOMORROW 9 


Last October, 500 young women from across Ontario 
descended on Toronto to attend Tomorrow's Women: 
Beyond The Rainbow, a youth conference organized by 
Council. This ambitious project was another first for Council 
and brought together Grade 11 female students, some from 
remote areas such as Moose Factory and Longlac, to attend 
workshops, hear speakers and exchange ideas. 


Shelley Peterson kicked off the conference during an evening 
reception to honour the students at Toronto City Hall. Her 
casual style and candid remarks were followed by a lively 
question period. She charmed, delighted and inspired her 
student audience. 


Throughout the two day conference, delegates participated 
in workshops, seminars and discussions on topics such as: 
When I Grow Up, World of Work, Media and Me, How Will 
I Pay My Chargex? and Responsible Relationships to name 
only a few. In the World of Work, female role models 
discussed their careers and gave students advice on how to 
get started in a chosen field. The How Will I Pay My Chargex? 
session taught students about financial planning. In 
Responsible Relationships workshops, young women talked 
about how they could cope with boyfriends and peer 


Students Gaied seminars on topics of interest to them 
throughout the two-day conference. 


CONFERENCES AND FORUMS 


Shelley Peterson kicked off the 
Youth Conference and delighted 
ber audience. 


pressure. The day was concluded by an address from Jan 
Scott, Minister Responsible for Women’s Issues, who advised 
students to pursue jobs traditionally held by men because 
many of these offer better salaries. That evening, a rock 
concert featuring local group She-Bop entertained the 
students and released pent-up energy! 


During the final day, students discussed strategies on how to 
take back and share information they had learned during the 
conference. In addition, the young women were asked to 
write into Council, telling how the conference helped them 

to prepare for the future. The conference ended with the 
film Speaking Our Peace, followed by closing remarks from 

Senator Anne Cools on her view of peace. 


FOLLOW-UP 


Essays 

Some 40 students responded to Council’s request for essays 
and although it was stated many ways, the underlying theme 
behind all the work received was that the conference had 
opened the students’ minds to the myriad choices available 
to them. As well, their view of what they could achieve for 
themselves during their lifetime was more positive and 
confident. 


School Discussions 

In addition, Council was delighted to discover several 
students had indeed discussed the conference upon 
returning to their schools, thereby creating the “ripple” effect 
Council had hoped would result from the conference. Class 
discussions were held, bulletin boards to post news on 
women’s issues were requested, assemblies featuring a 
speech about the conference occurred and Tomorrow's 
Women clubs were started. One ambitious student, Pauline 
Peng from Toronto, was responsible for a mini-conference 
on women in non-traditional fields held at her school. 


Survey Analysis 
Atthe beginning of the conference, delegates were asked to 
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CONFERENCES AND FORUMS 


consider the future, and what they expected it to hold for 
them personally. These were submitted to the facilitators 
prior to the beginning of the first session. In addition, 
evaluation forms were handed to students at the end of the 
conference and these attempted to elicit a sense of what was 
new information for the delegates and what they believed 
could be done. Both these forms were subsequently analyzed 
by an independent agency. The results of the tabulations are 
available from Council office. 


SAT PAC 
EQUITT! 


Ceta Ramkhalawansingh, Chair of the 
Council's Employment Committee, 
was the guiding force behind the Pay 
Equity Forum. 


Equal pay for work of equal value. Equal pay. Pay equity. No 
matter how it’s said, the issue is the same. It’s been on 
Council’s meeting agendas since the late 1970s. 


Now it’s called pay equity and hundreds of women said it 
loudly and clearly, at the Pay Equity Forum held by Council 
March 7 at Toronto’s Royal York Hotel. 


The purpose of the Forum was for Council to hear 
reactions from women’s groups and individuals regarding 
Council's draft response to the government's Green Paper 
on Pay Equity. The latter had been released by the Ontario 
Government in November, and it seemed as if finally pay 
equity would be moving beyond the discussion stage. 
Council's draft response to this paper, listed criticisms and 
concerns. A major concern was that pay equity was too 
narrowly defined and the methods of implementation not 
strong enough. This paper was circulated to 95 
province-wide women’s organizations asking for their 
input, comments and reaction. As official advisory body 
to the Ontario government, Council wanted to hear 
the views of Ontario women and promised to revise 

its draft response according to what women stated during 
the Forum. 


Hundreds of women attended. The day opened with a 
breakfast to which all MPPs and delegates from their 
ridings had been invited. About 30% of the province's 
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MPPs attended and 60% sent women delegates. During 
the breakfast, Bob Rae, Leader of the Ontario NDP; 
Susan Fish, Women’s Critic, PC Party of Ontario; and 
lan Scott, Minister Responsible for Women’s Issues 
commented on pay equity. 


Atthe Forum which followed, about a dozen groups and 


three individuals addressed Council. As well, Council 
received many written submissions. All of these were 


read by Council's Employment Committee, headed by 
Ceta Ramkhalawansingh. \twas clear the women’s groups 
shared most of Council's concerns with the government's 
Green Paper. There was disappointment about the lack of 
timetable for the implementation of pay equity legislation 
and most groups strongly stated the need for immediate 
government action rather than further discussion. In 
addition, most urged there be one bill to cover both the 
public and private sectors. Visible minority women’s 
groups questioned the relevance of pay equity when 
minority women have no jobs, and called for employment 
equity rather than pay equity, 


Council's original draft will be undergoing revisions and 
pressure will be brought upon the government to speed 
up the process of pay equity legislation for the private 
sector. AS well, at the request of women attending the 
Forum, Council will be commenting on Bill 105, the Public 
Service Pay Equity Act. 


A formal response containing Council’s recommendations 
will be presented to Ian Scott, Minister Responsible for 
Women’s Issues in June 1986, and will be publicly available 
at that time. 


Council President Sam Ion chats with NDP leader Bob Rae, MPP 
Dennis Timbrell and Ian Scott, Minister Responsible for Women’s 
Issues, at the Pay Equity Breakfast. 


PARTICIPATING IN THE 
POLITICAL PROCESS 


1985 provided Council with many opportunities to involve 
itself and women in the political process. Ontario held 
both provincial and municipal elections. 


Council prepared election guides for both events outlining 
issues of particular concern to women and suggesting 
candidates be questioned on their stand for each issue. 


The provincial guide encouraged women to ask candidates 
questions on issues such as family law reform, pensions, 
health care costs, transition houses and equal value. Over 
12,000 copies were distributed in April upon request. 
Women used them at all candidates’ meetings and 

when the candidate came to the door. Among questions 
contained in the guide were: “Will you introduce 
legislation to include pensions in family assets?” and “Will 
you support continued public funding for rape crisis 
centres?” 


In October, 8,000 copies of the municipal guide were 
mailed across Ontario. The pamphlet contained a series 
of questions designed for women to raise with their local 


sonnes 1985: ; : vd : 
Alections onan candidate. It identified issues regarding school boards and 
Guide nec sas 
ges Femmnnd municipalities, and encouraged women to become 


involved in their communities as well as running for office. 


In 1985, only 7 out of 125 seats in the Ontario Legislature 
were held by women, while municipally, only 11% of all 
councillors in Ontario were women and just over 25% of 
all school trustees. 


Council published these guides in the hope that women 
would see how poorly they were represented both 
provincially and at the grassroots level of government. The 
object was to demonstrate to women that they could 
influence who runs their province, municipality and 
school board. 


Council plans to continue this approach in future 
municipal and provincial elections. 
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CONSULTATIONS WITH 
THE GOVERNMENT 


MEETINGS WITH THE TREASURER: 


In its role as advisor to the Ontario government, Council 
was asked to meet with then Treasurer of Ontario, Robert 
Nixon, in a pre-budget consultation. 


After talking to a number of women’s groups, Council 
identified five areas as high priority and recommended 
the following: 


Housing: 

¢ The Ontario Government work in conjunction with 
the federal and municipal governments to create more 
low-cost, affordable housing. 


Pay Equity: 

¢ The Employment Equity Commission be adequately 
staffed to enforce pay equity legislation. 
A Pay Equity Incentive Fund be established to help 
employers offset some of the costs of designing a 
bias-free job evaluation system. 


OR 


The new Employment Equity Commission be 
adequately staffed with officers who would work with 
employers to develop unbiased job evaluation systems. 


Childcare: 

¢ The Province provide direct grants to non-profit and 
municipal centres in the amount of $7 per day per 
space. 
Start-up and capital funding be formalized by inclusion 
in legislation governing the operation of childcare 
centres. 
Work place childcare be encouraged. 
Special measures be instituted to provide childcare for 
women in rural areas. 
Childcare facilities be provided at programs being 
offered to farm women by the Ontario Ministry of 
Agriculture and Food. 
Municipalities be encouraged to give high priority to 
licensed childcare centres in their budgets. 


Family Violence: 

¢ Stabilized funding be provided for transition homes 
for children’s programs and counselling for women. 
Second-stage housing be built for women who are 
leaving violent homes. 
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¢ Funding be provided for self-help programs for men 
who batter. 


Health Care: 

* Funding be provided for health clinics, particularly in 
remote and rural areas. 

¢ Excess lottery funds be used for the construction of 
transition homes and daycare centres, rather than 
community recreational facilities that have other local 
funding sources available. 

* Provincial income tax be extended to lottery winnings, 
and the revenue generated used for health clinics, 
particularly in remote and rural areas. 

¢ A25% tax be placed on pornographic magazines, films 
and videos with revenue to be used for counselling 
and childcare programs in transition homes. 

¢ Windfall profits made by Ontario companies through 
favourable changes in the exchange rate of the 
Canadian dollar, be assessed, and where feasible, 
re-captured through an appropriate tax initiative. 


In addition, Council was asked to co-ordinate two meetings 
of women’s groups for pre-budget consultations. A 
comprehensive brief was submitted to the Treasurer and 
18 groups participated in the process. Among them were 
the Business and Professional Women of Ontario, Canadian 
Association of Women Business Owners, Canadian 
Association of Women Executives, Equal Pay Coalition, 
Ontario Association of Interval and Transition Houses, 
Ontario Coalition for Better Daycare, Ontario Coalition of 
Visible Minority Women, the YWCA, Immigrant Women’s 
Centre, Provincial Council on Women of Ontario, Ontario 
Canadian Congress on Learning Opportunities for Women, 
Federated Women’s Institutes of Ontario, Council for 
Franco-Ontarian Affairs. 


Specific requests were made in the areas of 

— additional subsidized childcare spaces 

— portable pensions 

— equal pay for work of equal value 

— job creation for women 

— training and re-training programs for women 
— stabilized funding for crisis homes 


Council was pleased that the 1986 Ontario Spring Budget 
reflected some of Council’s recommendations. For 


example, childcare was finally recognized as a basic public 
service, and though only a small amount of money was 
allocated for childcare, Council is hopeful this new 
approach will result in future action. In addition, Council 
was gratified the budget designated some dollars for 
training programs. Council will continue its on going 
lobby for progress in the other identified areas. 


MEETING WITH HEALTH MINISTER: 
As a follow-up to Council's major conference on Women 
and Health held in March 1985, Sam Ion, President; Sandra 
Kerr, Vice-President; Annabelle Logan, Health Committee 
Chair and Bridget Vianna, Executive Officer, met with the 
Honourable Murray Elston, Minister of Health, Dr. Alan 
Dyer, Deputy Minister of Health and two senior ministry 
officials. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss a 
number of key recommendations extracted from Council's 
Women and Health Brief. These recommendations 
reinforced Council’s philosophy that the government must 
approach health care in a holistic manner and consider 
the broader social principles underlying specific concerns 
of health or illness. 


Council recommended that the government: 

1) take immediate steps to eliminate extra billing and 
user fees; expand health coverage to include eye, 
dental and foot care, counselling, prostheses, 
prosthodontics, physiotherapy, and similar normal 
health care and health aids such as glasses and hearing 
aids; 

2) a.) retain small local hospitals or health care facilities 
with established and monitored guidelines to 
make genuinely accessible quality health care for 
those in remote or rural locations; 

b.) expand the policy of rotating specialists at 
community centres in isolated areas; 

c.) expand teleconferencing and other forms of 
continuing education for health care personnel 
in less accessible areas. 


3) ensure women have access to therapeutic abortion 
facilities independant of where they live in Ontario. 


4) support the creation and maintenance of nursing 
homes for the aged in their own communities, 
especially in the ethnic communities, with services 


guaranteed in their language. 


make French health care services accessible in 
Ontario communities designated as bilingual. 


establish elder-wellness centres. 


expand the range of OHIP-funded treatment to 
include less costly levels of specialization, such as 
midwives, nutritionists, family psychologists, marriage 
counsellors, parental education specialists, relaxation 
therapists and others. 


8) provide alcohol and addiction programs designed to 
meet women’s particular needs. 


Council is encouraged that the government has moved on 
a number of fronts. Extra billing has been banned. Travel 
expenses for those living in the north requiring health 
care are now subsidized, but more must be done to 
provide local care. A task force on midwifery will be 
conducting hearings soon, and the Ministry of Health is 
now funding a Toronto alcohol treatment program 
eliminating the need to seek treatment in the United States. 
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NORTHERN EXPERIENCES 


by Bridget Vianna 


Me™ of us who live in southern Ontario tend to 
think of Northern Ontario as a vast frozen area 
somewhere “out there”. In an attempt to find out what 
concerns women in the north, Council President Sam Ion 
and I visited Kenora, Fort Frances and Dryden in January 
and Manitoulin Island in February. Council member 
Mariah Seymour accompanied us for the first part of 
this trip. 


First Time 

Although Council had already held a consultation with 
northern women in Dryden during September 1984, these 
visits were Council's first to women on their own turf. This 
was Council's attempt to reach out, to make contact with 
local women, to inform them about Council and to 
discover what issues they considered important for 
women. We met with native women’s groups, the local 
Business and Professional Women’s Clubs, leaders of 
transition houses, shelters and community information 
centres. 


The Distance Factor 
Certainly women all across Ontario share many of the 


same concerns, but everything in Northern Ontario is 
affected by the tremendous distances between any given 
point. The local transition house for example (if there 
is one!) is likely located very far away from the woman 

who might need it. Unless she has a car at her disposal, 
it’s an impossibility to get there. The unlikelihood of a 
woman owning a car is reflected in the lack of employment 
available for women. The fact that men are unemployed 
as well complicates family situations even further and the 
gap left by the lack of resources for centres which might 
alleviate family stress completes the circle. Health care 
facilities are few and far between and the luxury of choices 
enjoyed by those in the more populated areas of Ontario 

is not shared by our northern sisters. 


We heard about “cabin fever” brought on by the long harsh 
winters, adding to the isolation already felt by women in 
the north. Very little news is received of Southern Ontario 

— more is known about Winnipeg's affairs than about the 
activities of Queen’s Park and the rest of Ontario seems 
like another world. Northern constituencies are huge and 
even the most enthusiastic MPP is hard pressed to properly 
represent the varied needs of the people who populate 
his/her area of representation. 


Sam Ion (centre), was the guest speaker at a luncheon held by the Kenora Business and Professional Club. Seated with her, is 
Reverend Florence Palmer, Bridget Vianna and B & P club President Anne Kostantin. Standing behind Sam are Rosa Belfiglio and Council 
member Mariah Seymour. 
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Cultural Barriers 

In meeting with the different groups, we noticed the very 
definite separation of native and non-native women’s 
groups. Native groups do not seem to work with non-native 
groups and vice versa. As Council represents all the women 
of Ontario, we felt it was important to try to bring together 
these groups in an attempt to establish a dialogue. 


We were delighted to attend Women’s Day, hosted by 
Cambrian College, held on Manitoulin Island. This was the 
first time native and non-native women participated in 
such an event. Important contacts were made among the 
groups, and each acknowledged the important contri- 
butions of the other. For example, native women were 
interested to hear about their rights under Family Law, 
while non-native women learned about herbal medicine 
and edible wild plants. 


Conclusion 

Distances do isolate. Our visit to the north was Council's 
way of letting northern women know that Council is 
interested in their concerns, and represents their interests. 
We wanted to show Council’s willingness to travel to the 
north to meet with women’s groups and we wanted to 
emphasize that Council is as equally available to those in 
the north as to other areas of Ontario. We made many 
valuable contacts among the women’s groups and we hope 
this is the first of many visits. 


by Sam Ion 


ast year, I was invited by William Bastien, Co-ordinator 
of the Native Employment Program in 
the federal Public Service Commission to join a group of 


dedicated individuals taking career fairs to native students. 
The objective was to encourage native students, who have a 
problem of dropping out, to stay in school for a better future. 
It was an ambitious undertaking. We started in Cornwall and 
travelled to reserves in North Bay, Sudbury, Espanola, 
Manitoulin Island and Moosonee. In 1987, we will continue 
the tour to four fly-in reserves in northwestern Ontario. 


Encouraging young native students to consider their future 
was an exciting, exhausting, learning experience for me, 
but one I'll remember always. I soon learned how to 
communicate with shy students. I say communicate since 

it was easy to talk at them, but a challenge to have a 
conversation. 


Challenging indeed was the day I spent talking about 
newspapers and how they work to 120 students, only a 
few of whom had ever seen one. Fortunately, I hada bundle 
of papers with me! 


Along the way, I came across a number of students who 
had either attended Council’s Youth Conference or hada 
friend who did. “Will you have another youth conference 
next year so I can come?” I was asked over and over again. 


“I learned the government is interested in native girls, too. 
And we can grow up to be anything we want to be,” said 
one attendee. “Can I have this brochure on sexual 
harassment? I think my mom needs some help,” said 
another youngster. “Can girls fly helicopters?” was another 


query. 

And on it went. It's important native students understand 
that they too have a place to grow in Ontario. Career fairs 
aren't the only way to convince them, but they're a step 
in the right direction. 


Sam Ion (centre) met (clockwise from bottom left): Stephanie 
Peltier, Candace George, Cheryl Fox, Stephanie Trudeau and Nancy 
Kinoshaimeg, at the native career fair held at Pontiac School 
in Wikwemikong, Ontario. 
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GROUPS ADDRESSED 


BY COUNCIL 


Throughout the year, Council members are invited to 
address various groups on specific or general topics 
regarding women’s issues. Following is a list of groups 
addressed by various Council members. 

Intercede 

Coalition of Visible Minority Women 

Women and Disabilities Think Tank (PUSH Ontario) 
Ontario Immigrant Women’s Network 

Women’s Centre, University of Toronto 

Women’s Centenary Committee, University of Toronto 
Barriers to Equality —- CentreStage Forum 

Tom Cherrington Show, Hamilton 


Patrick Boyer Forum on Family Violence 
(cable television show) 


Alcohol and Drug Abuse Program at 
International Women’s Day 


Alpha Delta Sorority, Mississauga 
Parent Child Centre, Oakville 
Mississauga Women's Network, Mississauga 


Women of Halton Action Movement, All Candidates’ 
Meeting (provincial election, Oakville) 


Local Council of Women, St. Catharines 

Sheridan College Medical Secretary Students, Oakville 
George Brown College Business students 

Halton Catholic Women’s Teacher’s Association, Burlington 
Zonta 

Charter of Rights Conference, Oakville 

Milton Public Library, Milton 


McMaster University Sociology (Masters’) Program, 
Hamilton 


Board of Trade, North York 

Candore College, North Bay 

Peel Women Teachers’ Association, Brampton 
Rotary Club, Bowmanville 


Affirmative Action Conference, Ministry of Transportation 
and Communications 


Quality of Life Conference, Metro area Community 
Colleges support staff 


Soroptimist Club Club, Hamilton 
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Adath Israel Sisterhood, Downsview 
Ontario Lottery Corporation 

Optimism Place, Stratford 

Women’s Ad and Sales Club, Peterborough 


Professional Secretaries International, 
Kitchener-Waterloo chapter 


Kingston Women’s Network, Kingston 

Woodbridge District High School, Woodbridge 
North Lambton Secondary School, Careers Day, Forest 
Loyola District High School, Oakville 

Westwood Secondary School, Mississauga 

Leaside High School 

St. Catharines High School, St. Catharines 

Fonthill High School, Fonthill 

Avondale Public School, North York 

Business and Professional Women’s Club, Hamilton 
Business and Professional Women’s Club, Brantford 
Business and Professional Women’s Club, Cobourg 
Business and Professional Women’s Club, Barrie 


Conference Attended: 
Symposium Pour La Femme Francophone 


GROUPS WHICH 
ADDRESSED COUNCIL 


ST. CATHARINES 
YMCA 


Ontario Grape Growers 
Womens’ Action Committee 


Lincoln Women Teachers 
Federation 


St. Catharines Local Council 
of Women 


University Women’s Club 
Women in Niagara (WIN) 
Social Planning Council 


Ecological Environment 
Advisory Committee (EEAC) 


Hamilton Status of Women 
Council 


Senior Citizens Consultants Inc. 
Detox Centre 
Day Care 


WINDSOR: 
Ontario Public Service 
Employees Union 
Ontario Federation of 

Agriculture 


Community Career Counselling 
Services 


Dr. K. McCrone, Professor 
of History 


Community Services, Essex 
County 


Chamber of Commerce 


Windsor Coalition Against 
Pornography 


Canadian Mental Health 
Association 


Liz Palmieri 
Diane Gordon 


Bonnie Gillings 
Ann Dunbar 


Janet Stover 
Mary Shelley 
Penny Pomeroy 
Leslie Daniels 


Mimma Musitanno 


Stan Hogarth 
Fred Hughes 
Dr. Margaret Jordan 


Jill Pflanzner, 


Executive Board Member 


Suellen Weaver, 
Provincial Director 


Carol Libby 


Virginia Macchiavello, 
Chairperson 


Blair Hoffman, 
General Manager 


Sheila Conway 


Dr. Jan Smith 

Mary Beth Valentine 
Administrator, 
Executive Director 


Canadian Hearing Society 


Dr. L. Mok, Doctor of Pediatrics 


KINGSTON: 

Bridge House 

Interval House 

Community Support Program 


Multicultural Women’s Learning 
Skills 


Canada Life 


Canadian Abortion Rights Action 
League 


Department of Physiology, 
Queen’s University 


Barrister and Solicitor 


Frontenac Family Referral Service 


St. George’s Cathedral Coalition 
for Poverty 


Mental Health Association 
Women for Sobriety 
Kingston General Hospital 
Frontenac-Lennox-Addington 


County Roman Catholic Separate 


School Board 


Interministerial Affirmative Action 


Committee 


Urban Transportation 
Development Corporation 


Frontenac Board of Education 
St. Lawrence College, Human 
Studies Dept. 


Ban Righ Foundation for 
Continuing College Education 


Canadian Federation of University 


Women 
Dawn House 
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Penny Merchant, President 
Mary Mouseau, Member 


Board of Directors 


Moira Duffy 


Joanne McAlpine-Soudak 


Donna Bremnar 
Becky George 


Evelyn Fling 
Sue Brown 


Fran Richmond 


Ann Trousdale 
Holly Knowles 
Rev. Margaret Ghent 


Larry Leafloor 
Wendy Reynolds 
Janine Schweitzer 
Linda Stevenson 


Penny Stewart 


Diane Amyot 


Pam Cross, Trustee 
Nina Marshall 


Helen Mathers, Director 


Pat Mace 


Debra Thibodeau, Founder 
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GROUPS WHICH ADDRESSED COUNCIL 


Kingston Housing Authority 
Mayor’s Committe on Housing 
Kingston General Hospital 
Kingston Psychiatric Hospital 


National Association of Women 
and the Law 


Women’s Centre, Queen’s 
University 


Women and the Military 
Interagency Council of Children 


PAY EQUITY FORUM 


Umbrella Day Care Services 


Lisa Klemme 
Alderman Pat Hodge 
Carole White 


Dorothy Cotton, 
Psychologist 


Carol Alison-Burra, 
Dept. of Social Work 


Sandra Jass 


Lucie Richardson 
Ruth Gurnsey 


Tess Ayles 


Hickling Management Consultants Janice Tait 


Northwestern Ontario Women’s 
Decade Council 


Ene-Liis Martens 

Sandra Milner 

DonnaLane 

Equal Pay Coalition 
National Action Committee 


Coalition of Visible Minority 
Women 


Confederation of Ontario 
University Staff Associations 


Women Today (Clinton) 


Women for Women 
(Sault Ste. Marie) 


Ontario Physiotherapists 
Association 

Federation of Women Teachers’ 
Associations of Ontario 


Women’s Committee for the 
Thunder Bay & District 
Labour Council 


Association for Early Childhood 
Education 


Organized Working Women 


Liz Poulin 


Mary Cornish 
Lynn Kaye 
Carmencita Hernandez 


Sheila Trainer 


Valerie Bolton 
Debra Missre 


Jill Firth 
Kay Sigurjonsson 


Marianne Lanktree 


Norma Lepa 


Marilyn Youden 
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ONTARIO. HP _CONSEIL CONSULTATIF 


November 1987 


The Honourable Gregory Sorbara 
Minister Responsible for Women’s Issues 
400 University Ave., 14th floor 

Toronto, Ontario 

M7A 1T7 


Dear Mr Sorbara: 


| am delighted to present you with this year’s Annual Report of the 
Ontario Advisory Council on Women’s Issues, covering the period 
April 1, 1986 to March 31, 1987. 


This report reflects the varied activities undertaken by Council 
while fulfilling its mandate. Our report is published annually to 
inform the government and the public about the work Council does 
on behalf of Ontario's women. 


Yours sincerely, 


xfam Non 


sam lon 
Council President 
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OUNCILS 
MANDATE 


The mandate of the Ontario Advisory Council on Women’s Issues is as follows: 


To advise the Government of Ontario, through the Minister Responsible for Women’s 


Issues, On matters pertaining to women’s issues and without limiting the generality of 
the foregoing: 


(a) to monitor and assess existing legislation, policies and programs related to the 
needs of women; 


(b) to identify specific areas requiring the attention of Government and to 
recommend legislation and program changes: 


(c) to consult with groups and hold public meetings with the purpose of 
stimulating public discussion, particularly in regions throughout Ontario; 


(d) to respond to requests from the Minister Responsible for Women’s Issues for 
advice and consultation on matters relating to women. 


April 1, 1986 - Salaries $125.2 
March 31, 1987 Benetits 15 
Travel and Communications 50.0 

Honoraria 101.0 

Research 55,0 

Consultations and Forums 59.5 

Office Machines 15.5 

Printing 255 

Office Supplies 9.0 

edn $430.2 


(in thousands) 
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OUNCIL 
MEMBERS 


Sam ION, President 
Toronto, 
October 1984 - October 1987 


Columnist and feature writer for 
the Toronto Sun newspaper; 
former Ontario Human Rights 
Commissioner. 


Sandra KERR, Vice President 
Oakville, 

November 1984 - October 1988 
Homemaker and mother of four; 
former special assistant to first 
Ontario minister on women’s 
issues. 


Ed ARUNDELL 
Toronto, 
October 1984 — October 1987 


Public Affairs Manager, private 
sector; lobbyist with expertise in 
consulting agencies. 


Sarah BAND 
Toronto, 
October 1984 — October 1987 


Retailer; member of St. John 
Ambulance Ontario Council; 
involved with Young People’s 
Theatre. 


Danielle COLOUMBE 
Hearst, 
September 1986 — June 1989 


Teaches at College Universitaire in 
Hearst; involved with several 
women’s groups; voluntary work 
with local historical society. 


Bernice DUBEC-HEALD 
Thunder Bay, 
September 1986 — June 1989 


Wequedong Lodge Director in 
Thunder Bay; social worker for 4 
years; self-employed consultant to 
native women for 8 years. 


Dianne HARKIN 

Winchester, 

Sept. 1986 — June 1989 

Farmer for 16 years; columnist for 
2 magazines geared to farming 
women; former member of 
Canadian Advisory Council on 
Women’s Issues. 


Dorothy KIRBY 

Toronto, 

Oct. 1984 - Oct. 1987 

Student; former worker at Jean 
Tweed Centre for women 
alcoholics; lift-truck operator for 
16 years; worked with juveniles on 
parole. 


Annabelle LOGAN 
London, 
Aug. 1981 - June 1987, (second term) 


Retired nurse; former president of 
Childreach; active volunteer. 


Sandra MANZIG 
Windsor, 
June 1983 — June 1988, (second term) 


St. Clair College instructor; 
modern languages specialist; 
speaks 5 languages. 


Susan MCDONALD 

Arva, 

Jan. 1986 — Jan. 1989 

Ontario Heart and Stroke 
Foundation member; 
homemaker, active volunteer. 


Ceta RAMKHALAWANSINGH 
Toronto, 

Nov. 1983 — Nov. 1988 

Employed at Contract 
Compliance Division, City of 
Toronto; involved in zoning lobby 
groups in City of Toronto, board 
member of Learnx; active 
volunteer. 
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Anne ROCHON FORD 

Toronto, 

Nov. 1986 — Nov. 1989 

Resource co-ordinator of women’s 
health care programs at Women’s 
College Hospital; Co-ordinator of 
DES Action/Toronto; co-founder 
and editor for Toronto Women’s 
Health Network. 


Barbara STONE 

St. Catharines, 

Aug. 1981 — June 1987 

Secretary to Brock riding MPP; 
involved in church, community 
and sports activities. 


Elaine TODRES 

Ex-ofticio, 

Toronto 

Ex-officio member as Assistant 
Deputy Minister, Ontario Women’s 
Directorate. 


Note: 

Eva MARSZEWSKI, appointed in 
June 1985, resigned when she was 
appointed to the Workers’ 
Compensation Appeal Tribunal 
Board in June 1986. 


Avis GLAZE, appointed in Sept. 
1986, resigned when she was 
appointed Supervisory Officer 
with the York Region Roman 
Catholic Separate School Board in 
May 1987. 


Recently, someone asked me: 
“What is the single most important 
issue facing Ontario women 
today?’. Without hesitation, I 
replied: “Housing.” As soon as | 
said it, | thought of Karen, who's 
been living in a motel room for 
three months. She can’t find 
housing for herself and her four 
children. And she doesn’t even live 
in downtown Toronto. She lives in 
Dryden, where the affordable 
housing shortage is just as critical 
as it is all over Ontario. 


So many women’s issues are just 
words until you meet the people 
affected by them. In fact, rural 
issues were just two words until I 
met the woman in Pembroke who 
described the tremendous 
difficulties of running a farm 
full-time while trying to Reep her 
three small children safe. “When 
do you move a tractor combine 
from the back field with three 
small children? You might do it 
when the youngest is napping, but 
what do you do with the three and 
four year old?” she asked. 


We know babies are having babies. 
Mary, from a remote northwestern 
Ontario reserve wants her 15 and 
14 year old daughters back at 
school and would like to upgrade 
her own education. But her eldest 


_/ RESIDENT'S 
MESSAGE 


daughter is the mother of a three 
year old, and her other daughter 
has a toddler. The reserve had no 
childcare centre or adult re-entry 
program. How can any of them 
return to school? 


Statistics tell us one in ten women 
is a battered spouse. Alice lives in 
fear in downtown Toronto. Her 
apartment is not secure and she's 
terrified her ex-husband will break 
in. He's already attempted to 
murder Alice and the baby. 


These are the real people behind 
the issues facing Council. In some 
areas, Council has had success 
and in others, there is much left to 
do. 


Women still make only 67¢ for 
every dollar earned by men. Since 
its inception, Council has worked 
on the equal pay for work of equal 
value issue. I never thought I'd see 
pay equity during my term, and 
now we have a pay equity bill, 
which hopefully, will reduce the 
wage gap for some women. 


On the need for childcare in rural 
areas, there are some pilot 
projects underway. We have also 
lobbied on behalf of our sisters 
working as domestics, and those 
caring for children and the elderly. 
We have fought on pension issues 


and family law reform. We 
continue to speak to young 
women and to raise women’s 
concerns in particular during 
provincial and municipal 
elections. 


There is still a great deal to be 
done. It is my hope that my future 
granddaughters will not tell me 
the same stories | heard from 
Karen, Mary and Alice. It is my 
dream that in their time, the two 
words “wage gap”’ will be 
anachronistic. 


The struggle goes on... 


sam lon 
Council President 
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LET'S KEEP GOING! 


On the surface, and at first glance, 
women’s gains seem great. Pay 


equity, childcare, transition homes, 


women in powerful positions, 
women in non-traditional roles 
and training — it looks as if women 
are finally achieving equality. 


A second look, however, shows us 
that these gains are only minimal 
for most and not enough for 
many. As one example, Council 
spent several months this year 
travelling throughout the province 
to hear first-hand the real life 
stories of sole support mothers in 
Ontario. Single parent, 
female-headed families are the 
largest growing segment in society 
today. Over half of these live 
below the poverty line. In fact, 
single mothers are more than five 
times more likely to be poor than 
are families with two parents. 
Countless briefs and personal 
witnesses recounted story after 
story of a group in society made 
to suffer in a system that does not 
recognize women alone in the 
parenting role, nor as worthy 
people with skills to contribute. 


Perhaps the greatest message we, 
as a Council, can bring to the 
women of Ontario is this: the 
major issues for women have 
received some attention, but only 
in a superficial, acknowledging 
way. 


A woman's 67¢ for every man’s 
dollar does not become equal 
because of one limited pay equity 
bill; 100,000 needed childcare 
spaces are not created by one 
$250,000 grant; the safety and 
security of battered women is not 
ensured by a few more transition 
houses and an expensive ad 
campaign. 


Of course we want more! Because 
women still are not equal in 1986 
and will never be until the 
government and public addresses 
issues such as the poverty faced by 
sole support mothers and their 
children and the value of women’s 
role in the workplace. 


Yes, we have made some gains. 
But we must keep going. We are at 
a turning point. More so now than 
ever, we should be keenly 
interested in the future. Mark 
Twain once said: “The future is 
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_ACE-PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE 


important since that’s where I will 
spend the rest of my life”. 


What will the rest of your life be 
like, my sister, my mother, my 
daughter ... myself? 


A. KERR 
Council Vice-President 


ane 


MEMBERS MESSAGES 


HIGHLIGHTS 


Annabelle Logan 
Council Member 
August 1981 — June 1987 


As amember of the Ontario 
Advisory Council on Women’s 
Issues for six years, it has been my 
very great pleasure to have visited 
many communities and to have 


LOOKING BACK 


Barbara Stone 
Council Member 
June 1981 — June 1987 


During my six years as a Council 
member, I had the pleasure of 


met SO many women across the 
province. 


It is interesting to note that 
women from all walks of life have 
essentially the same goals, but 
priorities differ depending on 
geographical location. 


Opinions and recommendations 
for the Council's studies and briefs 
come from these women, and the 
biggest challenge facing Council, 
in my opinion, is to continue 
reaching out to women in all areas 
of this huge province. 


Many issues have been dealt with 
by Council, but health, 
pornography, family violence, 
single mothers, family law, 
pensions, equal pay and daycare 
were my areas of concern. During 
the last three years of my term, | 
was Council's Health Committee 
Chair. I was delighted to have 


serving with Presidents Lynne 
Gordon, Sally Barnes and Sam Ion, 
along with many outstanding 
dedicated Council members. Over 
this time, Council changed 
dramatically. The 1984 mandate 
change, directing us to reach out 
into the province by consulting 
with groups and holding public 
meetings in regions throughout 
Ontario, was a big step to making 
Council much more effective in its 
role. 


A personal highlight was 
organizing and hosting the St. 
Catharines consultation where 
members heard from the women 
of Niagara. One of the positive 
spin-offs has been the expansion 
of local networking and sharing of 
concerns unique to Niagara. 


participated in the Health 
Conference held three years ago, 
which resulted in 
recommendations to the 
government and a health booklet 
currently in the works. One of my 
last official functions was as a 
member of the sole support 
mothers’ committee and I look 
forward to Council's 
recommendations to the 
government for action to help 
these women. 


Being a Council member was a 
highlight in my life, and I will 
always have fond memories of the 
other members and the very 
supportive staff, without whom 
the Council would be sorely 
lacking. 


I wish the Council continued 
success and am thankful for the 
Opportunity to have served the 
women of Ontario. 


As a departing member, I would 
like to see Council's immediate 
priorities focus on the special 
needs of rural and northern 
women. Something must also be 
done for the elderly. And finally, I 
hope Council continues to lobby 
on behalf of sole support mothers 
and their need to reach financial 
independence. 


It has been a profound experience 
and pleasure for me to work on 
Council and I am grateful for the 
opportunity to serve the women 
of Ontario. 
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Who would have thought it? Pay 
equity legislation is a reality. But 
what does it really mean to 
thousands of Ontario women? Will 
the switchboard operator now be 
paid as much as the parking lot 
attendant? Or will secretaries earn 
as much as truck drivers? These are 
questions which still have to be 
answered over the next few years. 
The Pay Equity Commission must 
show strong leadership if this 
legislation is to mean anything. 


More and more companies are 
being honoured at the annual 
Employment Equity Awards 
dinners hosted by the Ontario 
Women’s Directorate for showing 
initiative in the hiring and 
promotion of women. Will they 
now move as forcefully for 
minorities and the disabled? 


The pace is quickening and 
Ontario women will not be 
satisfied with anything less than 
full equality. 


The Family Law Act now 


° JMALL STEPS 
FORWARD 


recognizes, in fact, the equal 
contribution of both partners to a 
marriage. The artificial separation 
of family and business assets no 
longer exists. It is interesting to 
note a whole “industry” emerge to 
help business owners protect their 
assets from marital break-up. 
Women must remain vigilant and 
refrain from signing away their 
rights before marriage. The bloom 
on the rose of romance fades fast 
in the face of economic hardship! 


We are now waiting for action on 
pensions. Portability of pensions 
has been promised in the 
proposed Pensions Benefits Act, 
but inflation protection is not 
guaranteed. How much will this 
benefit women? Only one in five 
women is covered by a pension 
plan. However, the proposal to 


cover part-time workers is certainly 


a plus. We look forward to 
leadership by this government and 
a demonstration of their stated 
promise to protect women from 
poverty in their old age. 
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Women all across the province are 
becoming more and more 
sophisticated, both in their 
knowledge and interest in issues. 
In my travels with Sam Ion, 
particularly in northern Ontario, it 
was exhilarating to feel the 
determination to make change. 


Governments must respond to 
women’s concerns. Our voices are 
getting louder, the echoes are now 
within Cabinet. 


BRIDGET VIANNA 
Executive Officer 


on 
“SOLE SUPPORT 


NORTHEASTERN ONTARIO 


On behalf of Council, the President and 
Executive Officer met with women in 
Iroquois Falls, Kirkland Lake, South 
Porcupine, Timmins, Cochrane and 
Manitoulin Island. Among the issues 
discussed were sole support mothers, 
and some recommendations were 
made. 


SOLE SUPPORT MOTHERS 


Early this year, Council decided to hold 
public consultations to learn about the 
regional concerns facing sole support 
mothers. Called Sole Support M.O.M., 
Mothers On The Move, the purpose was 
to hear about these issues directly from 
the people affected by them. 


Accordingly, on January 22, Hamilton 
was the first stop on Council's fact 
finding tour, followed by Windsor, 
February 11; Kitchener-Waterloo, 
February 26 and Peterborough, March 
96. The last regional stop will be Thunder 
Bay on April 23 followed by a two-day 
wrap-up conference in Toronto June 19 
and 20. 


Four Council members, led by 
chairperson Dorothy Kirby, travelled to 
these centers and heard presentations 
from local groups and individuals. For all 
these consultations, no pre-registration 
was necessary, the public was invited, 
admission and childcare was free and 
sandwiches and coffee were provided. 


A special highlight of each regional 
consultation was a draw to attend the 
two-day Toronto conference, with travel, 
accommodation and food expenses 
paid by Council. 


Two concerns have emerged so far in all 
four regions: lack of affordable housing 
and inadequate and inaccessible 
childcare. 


With Thunder Bay and Toronto 
still to come, Council's work on sole 
support mothers is ongoing. Next 


fall, Council plans to report its findings 
to the Minister Responsible for Women’s 
Issues. Recommendations emerging 
from all the regions will be forwarded to 
the appropriate government ministers 
and to the agencies responsible for 
implementing programs for sole support 
mothers. 


Council's recommendations will be 
available to the public upon completion. 


PEMBROKE 


On June 18 to 20, nine Council members 
visited Pembroke for the first time. Visits 
to various women’s centres had been 
co-ordinated by Council's liaison, Fran 
Watson, of Pembroke. During these two 
days, members met with workers from 
Bernadette McCann Transition House in 
Pembroke and Avoca Transition House 
in Eganville, Wise Owl daycare centre, 
Phoenix Mental Health Treatment 
Centre and Golden Lake Daycare Centre 
on Golden Lake Reserve. In response to 
a request from the National Farmers 
Union, members also toured two local 
farms. 


Council members led afternoon and 
evening discussion groups on the topics 
of young women, older women, sole 
support mothers, The Family Law Act, 
childcare, politics and pay equity. 


The Renfrew County Committee for 
Abused Women ran a session on family 
violence and nurses from Pembroke's 
public health unit led three sessions 
called “How to talk to your doctor: what 
to expect, questions to ask”. 


On the last evening, an open forum was 
held during which presentations were 
made to Council. Subsequently, these 
were forwarded to Sean Conway and 
Paul Yakabuski, the two MPPs from 
Renfrew County; to Ian Scott, Minister 
Responsible for Women’s Issues; and to 
appropriate Cabinet ministers. 
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SYMPOSIUM 


AN EQUAL SOCIETY: 
INTO THE YEAR 2000! 


ANE a5 fs) 
bold (ei gv 


INCOR Ial= 
YEAR 2000 


On November 3 and 4 in Toronto, 


Council presented a public 
symposium with the provincial, 
federal and territorial Status of 
Women’s Councils. Called An 
Equal Society: Into the Year 20001, 
this two-day event attracted an 
audience of about 300 people 
who came to hear about women’s 
future roles in Canadian society 
during the next century. A 
dynamic slate of speakers 
examined how women could 
shape future society. Economic 
issues were featured the first day 
and social issues on day two. 


Stephen Lewis, Canadian United 
Nations Ambassador 


Left to night: Council Member Ceta Ramkhalawansingh, Speaker Dr. Margrit Eichler, 
Canadian Advisory Council President Sylvia Gold, and Ontario Advisory Council 
President Sam Ion, respond to questions from the floor. 


The symposium’s first speaker was 
economist Marjorie Cohen, who 
spoke on the dangers of free trade 
to women, particularly in the 
service and manufacturing 
industries. Professor Pat 
McDermott lectured on the 
impact new technology will 
continue to have on women and 
Akua Benjamin from the Congress 
of Black Women gave an address 
on employment. The first day 
ended with a discussion on 
families, led by Toronto Star 
columnist Lois Sweet. 


Also featured was Stephen Lewis, 
Canada’s ambassador to the 
United Nations, as luncheon 
speaker. 


The second day opened with 
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remarks from Dr. Stuart Smith, 
Chairman of the Science Council 
of Canada, followed by July Erola, 
former MPP, and Dr. Margrit 
Eichler, sociologist, who spoke on 
equality in the year 2000. Dr. 
Ursula Franklin concluded the 
symposium with a presentation on 
the necessity for peace in an equal 
society. 


This event was open to the public, 
required no pre-registration, and 
no admission was charged. Time in 
the schedule permitted questions 
from the floor of each speaker, 
and the event was well received by 
the audience. 


The proceedings of this 
symposium will be available in 
November 1987. 


\__ ONSUETATIONS 


THE ONTARIO ADVISORY COUNCIL 
ON WOMEN'S ISSUES 


ASUBMISSION TO THE 
ONTARIO GOVERNMENT ON 


_ PAY 
Belew g 


PAY EQUITY 
SUBMISSION 


After consultation with various women’s 
groups in Ontario, and as a result of 
Council’s Pay Equity Forum held last 
March, Council submitted its Pay Equity 
Brief to Honourable Ian Scott, Minister 
Responsible for Women’s Issues, on June 
8, 1986. 


This submission was a response to the 
government's Green Paper on Pay 
Equity and Bill 105: Public Service Pay 
Equity Act. It was widely distributed to 
women’s groups and to the public. 


Fifteen recommendations were 
contained in our 58-page submission. 
Highlights include: 

The legislation should regard pay 
equity as a basic labour standard, 
equally accessible to individuals and 
groups. 

There should be no gender 
predominance guidelines. 


e There should be one bill to cover all 


sectors and all workers in Ontario. 


e An independent Commission must be 


established along with an independent 
tribunal which will adjudicate disputes. 


e The implementation of mandatory 


affirmative action and employment 
equity is critical to the achievement of 


pay equity. 


e Back pay settlements should cover the 


period from the passage of legislation. 


In September, Council presented a 
statement to the Ontario Legislature's 
Justice Committee which was holding 
hearings to study Bill 105. This Bill did 
not receive third reading. 


On March 4, 1987, Council appeared 
before the legislature's Administration of 
Justice Committee which was 
conducting hearings on Bill 154, An Act 
to Provide for Pay Equity. A third reading 
and Royal Assent are still required before 
the Pay Equity Act is proclaimed law, 


PRESENTATION TO THE 
MIDWIFERY TASK FORCE 


In March 1986, the Ontario government 
established a Task Force on the 
Implementation of Midwifery in Ontario. 
The mandate was to recommend to the 
Ministers of Health and Colleges and 
Universities a framework of how 
midwifery should be practised in 
Ontario and how midwives should be 
educated. Public hearings were held 
throughout the province and Council 
appeared before the task force on 
October 8, 1986. Council has always 
recognized a role for midwives in the 
health hierarchy and recommended to 
the task force that: 


An accreditation and licensing 

process be established for midwives 

and these be covered under OHIP. 
(continued) 
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CONSULTATIONS 


In addition, Council commented 
that it might be useful to establish 
midwifery immediately as a 
specialization of nursing under the 
licensing authority of nurses, and 
allow a more independent form of 
midwifery and its regulation to 
evolve with growth of the 
discipline. As well, Council 
cautioned that in remote and rural 
areas, where access to health 
services is often a problem, care 
ought to be taken to ensure 
women in these areas do not 
suffer when and if a decision to 
license midwifery is taken. 


Task force recommendations are 
expected to be released in the fall 
of 1987. 


MEETING WITH 
MINISTRY OF HEALTH 
OFFICIALS 


In February, Council's Health 
Committee met with two Ministry 
of Health officials: Elizabeth 
Sterling, a policy analyst in the 
Minister’s office and Mary 
Catherine Lindberg, Assistant 
Deputy Minister of Health, Policy 
Planning and Systems. 


The purpose of the meeting was to 
inquire about the status of the 
women’s health advisory 
committee and to express 
concern that the Toronto 
immigrant women’s mobile health 
unit had not received funding. 
Addiction services for women, and 
the increase in cigarette 
advertising aimed at young 
women were also discussed. 


Council was advised the Health 
Ministry plans to establish a 


women’s health bureau. Ms. 
Lindberg also advised the mobile 
health unit had received funding 
from the City of Toronto for the 
rest of the year and had been 
directed to re-apply to the Ministry 
for subsequent funding. 


PRESENTATION TO THE 
STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON GENERAL 
GOVERNMENT 


Council appeared before the 
legislative Standing Committee on 
General Government which was 
looking into the merger of the 
Ontario Institute for Studies in 
Education (O.1.S.E.) with the 
University of Toronto. The 
community was expressing strong 
Opposition to this proposal and 
earlier, Council had sent a letter to 
Ontario's Treasurer stating that the 
planned merger would have a 
negative impact on the women’s 
studies program at O.LS.E. 


Subsequently, the committee 
hearings transcripts were 
forwarded to Council. 


(O.LS.E. was not merged with the 
university.) 


VISIBLE MINORITY 


WOMEN 

Background: 

In 1983, the Ontario Race 
Relations Division, Ontario 
Human Rights Commission and 
the Ontario Women’s Directorate 
sponsored a provincial conference 
on visible minority women. This 
conference was attended by 500 
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women of various backgrounds 
from across the province. Many 
recommendations were made to 
the provincial government 
regarding policy and program 
directions for minority women. 


In May, 1986 Council met with 
representatives from the visible 
minority women’s community to 
discuss the status of the 
conference proposals as well as 
government action to date. 
Council adopted a 9-point 
proposal, which was forwarded to 
the Minister Responsible for 
Women’s Issues. One of the 
proposals called for a reporting 
and an update of the 
government's action regarding the 
recommendations and priority 
areas identified by the 1983 
conference. 


This February, a further meeting 
was held with the same group of 
women to discuss what other 
steps should be taken. Council 
forwarded a letter to the Minister 
Responsible for Women’s Issues 
suggesting that minority women’s 
issues be part of the Ontario | 
Women’s Directorate policy focus _ 
and that adequate staff and | 
resources be made available for 
this to occur. Council also wrote a _ 
letter to the Ontario Women’s 
Directorate suggesting cabinet 
documents be reviewed for their 
impact on visible minority women. | 


In addition, Council wrote to the 
ministries requesting an update on | 
their activities since the 1983 | 
conference. It is expected this 
report will be received by April 30, | 
1987. | 


fee : , z 35 ate he me = Le xe ee RIS 


\OrES La 


{p H EK N 0 RT H “Have you ever been to Sioux Look Out? They have roads there 
by Sam ion and street lights and everything — just like on television!” 


The little boy who asked me this 
had only been to Sioux Look Out 
once but to him it was as magical 
as anything he'd seen on 
television. 


This was one of the many 
eyeopening experiences | 
encountered while visiting four 
isolated native reserves last March. 
The only way to get into these 
reserves is by air. There are usually 
no roads and certainly no 
streetlights, but always television. 


sam lon with some students at 
Sandy Lake Reserve 


I was one of the eight people 
taking part in a week-long event 
organized annually through the 
Native Employment Program of 
the Federal Public Service 
Commission. This was the third 
year I had been asked to 
participate and once again our 
objective was to encourage young 
native students to stay in school. 


On a previous trip, I had gone into 
the classroom, prepared to discuss 
what it was like being a journalist. 


The blank stares at the words 
“story’, “reporter”, “newspaper” 
spoke volumes. The one student 
who had actually seen a 
newspaper a few years earlier had 
little to say about it. 


That event taught me a great deal 
and this year I arrived with 
newspapers in hand. It was a great 
success. The students loved the 
papers and especially the 
advertisements. _ 


_ They were amazed by the headline 


story of snow storms in Toronto. It 
told of blowing winds, snowbanks 
and massive traffic jams. For 
students who live in an area where 
snow is never piled and is seldom 
blown, this tale was a marvel. 


At one school a poster contest 
asked the grade three students to 
depict what they wanted to be 
when they grew up. The winner 
was a little girl who had decided 
she wanted to be the chief. 


Most of the students wanted to 
become helicopter pilots, 
telephone installers, reserve 
police, or nurses. 


It soon became obvious that their 
goals were defined by their 
experiences. They wanted to 
become what was most 
recognizable to them. 


Over the five days we spoke with 
more than 600 students. Each day 
was spent teaching a variety of 
grades. One of the hardest things 
to do was to go from a grade two 
class to a grade eight class. I was 
constantly afraid of teaching 

at the wrong level. 


When the students returned 


home, we talked with the teachers. 
We discussed their goals, the 
problems they face and the 
achievements they enjoy. The 
teachers on Big Trout Reserve 
celebrated our career fair by 
having a pot luck dinner. This was 
a welcome change since most 
evenings we shopped in the local 
Hudson’s Bay and cooked dinners 
for ourselves. Food prices were 
incredibly high and fruits and 
vegetables were rarely fresh. 


In the evenings, the community 
joined us. In Sandy Lake, a group 
of mothers came to ask that I 
lobby for adult retraining, child 
care and special classes for teen 
moms. On another occasion, a 
father gave a memorable speech 
in Ojibway. Through an 
interpreter, he thanked us for 
coming and reinforcing the need 
for band children to get an 
education. That reserve had had a 
school for 20 years and he himself 
had six months of education. 


Encouraging native children to 
understand the importance of an 
education was a responsibility and 
a privilege. It was also an exciting 
and challenging experience. 


ae 


¢ 
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Cheryl McKay won the grade three poster 
contest with this drawing. 
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2 )PEAKING 
~ENGAGEMENTS 


Aloonquin College sty es aie eaarete orn. tugs ahaa ence eee eae May 29, 1986 
Ready Mixed Concrete Association of Ontario ................. September 13, 1986 
North Toronto Business & Professional Women’s Club ............... October 1, 1986 
Windsor MUlticulttiral \G@OunCI etc. eee een ne October 3, 1986 
Mississauga Business & Professional Women’s Club ................ October 19, 1986 
Northiialtonimteradency, COUMClteynes wns waren ar ea ere ener January 27, 1987 
Janet Sherman & Associates Public Relations Consultants 

Celebrity BloodiDonon Clinica ci en tre ce eee February 4, 1987 
University of Toronto Womens CluDia. 5) lye eae ee ee February 4, 1987 
Hagersville Disitict: High SCHOOls, ciace.soncee eae ee eee ee, February 12, 1987 
Haldimand: Goumty: Steichen tS is sc. prey cet eee February 12, 1987 
Womens NetworRallniversity, Of 1OTOntO m=. e a er ere February 17, 1987 
Administrative Management SOClety 2.6). sami sti te tee February 19, 1987 
Board OF educations Condoms ass a.-er- a Renee ae re February 27, 1987 
University Women’s. Club OL MiltOm DISttict 3 a0gsee ec see eee March 5, 1987 
Tom, Cheminotomshow, CHC: LVe ea. ...5 5 nests ene nein er March 17, 1987 
Federated! Womens institutes or OntanlOne.e. resent ee ene March 23, 1987 
Fanshawe College of Applied Arts & Technology .................0.. March 23, 1987 
[intercede eee ee OS ee he acter EN ccna Rate Ea eee March 26, 1987 
Burlincton Ey AeWomen.ancinuncen seamen: te renee March 30, 1987 
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/ NDIVIDUALS AND GROUPS 
WHICH ADDRESSED COUNCIL 


PEMBROKE 

June 18-20, 1986 

Renfrew County Committee on Abused Women ...............00.0 00. Jan Beame 
NatiOnalbhali nensztniOnipieee yr iie chet earn Nr nore) non naar aac e Loretta Rice 
Early EnnichimenGNe WO sane 25 tw ree ein en ewy cen eee epee Robin Peal 
Ontario secondary schoolleaches AssOciation=,..0.5 ise eee Classina Field 
NVOMen Stn talive INC IVO lpn eee nck 7) armen ce On Oa ee heer a Jean Maves 
Wisei@OwiDavi Care Centtemee arrein aren Meera snr yah tao et St Janet LeBarre 
Womens lnitiating Responsible Chance ats nt i reiean eran Maggie Tylerman 


AN EQUAL SOCIETY: INTO THE YEAR 2000, TORONTO 


November 3-4, 1986 


MATSOTIC CONeT areas aia nee National Action Committee on the Status of Women 
Dp Pal MCWenmnOltse gamers tt) 1a 7 eee ree ce Professor of Sociology, U of T 
(XRUG! DEI AI Ill eee weet: aaa oe econ tie Ac ee ete Are as ae Congress of Black Women 
LOIS SWE rat eran erecta gma ear Ce el Seat MB ER ci ae, Toronto Star Columnist 
SICDDEI LEWIS stare ee tre enn eee a ee Ambassador to the United Nations 
Drmsttiant smith Chairinalleseire eee teen ee een Science Council of Canada 
TUAW ELOlag see peer ee rt ce aerate NA Wen Cede fone Renee Pon ney Former M.P. 
Dr. Margrit Eichler, Professor of Sociology ... . Ontario Institute for Studies in Education 
Diglirstiatkraneling Pr@iessOmme ys ne ee eee ee Experimental Physics, U of T 


SOLE SUPPORT M.O.M.: Mothers On The Move CONSULTATION: 


HAMILTON 
January 22, 1987 
HOCUS OLNC ance ae Wire ek etn utes atte BO ery ect at. Ua Moe hi aioe ere Carol Jacoby 
Native WORMED Ste Cll (earn e Paced anata ecient ont maces coer ahaa Dale Williams 
NMePhailiniantic.Parent Co-operative OUL-Wi arramce wa he ee Stephanie Fox 
LC Tan MWVOLICIEs- DTOOLAM he texte neuer eee n am, Shee Mn ee Near rile Renee Lydia Duart 
PANE OAS a@erNIO LeTS SOCICLY) he ike wie a cerns headealee teenth Ae eh ee Pat McMullen 
SiMe MOlmMers AOalnlst: POVET (Ys wean ee. nee eee a cue ne Evelyne Romberg 
Dorothy HUDehie seers seee Sole Support Mother 
PonbaMceltove sere seunte nee an Social Worker 
(continued) 
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INDIVIDUALS AND GROUPS 
WHICH ADDRESSED COUNCIL 


KITCHENER WATERLOO 

February 26, 1987 

Director, Day Care Division for the Municipality of Waterloo ............. Mary Parker 
Waterloo Legal Community ServiceSe ye. ne ne nee Larry SRoog 
BoardimemberrAnselimat @USe sary nes 20 aera eee ree ae Bonnie Fretz 
Community Nutritionist ae UP ER BEIEE RS AS Re OMIM I Bec SO Theresa Schumilas 
Directoroh Housing Larniltom: v. WA aes were pet ae oe Lucille Yates 
Guelph Womens: Cente. vty eet eget er re ene ee eee Rebecca Sugarman 
Employment Resource Centre tor Single Parents) a...) nee Marlene O’Brien 
House ol priendship: Live and eam -Procrainiie era). ee eee Debbie Schlicter 
1 ©: DE Glammernne Out Poverty Everywherc)inee ae aie Pat Woodworth 
Family service Bureatl OF SOUT WalenlOOn, ars: ceee eer te eee Carol Burns 
PAG. (ParentssAnd: Childrenlocethet) arse are ee Delina Desilva 
Mothers: Mabino: Gano arent. et tet eta ee a ee Ann Maranta 
Mothers Making: Chances. ta sedan aii tier ree eee ne Brenda Rider | 
PETERBOROUGH 

March 26, 1987 

United Citizen Si @rcanizatiOney tan ne saree nee el ee ee ere Ray Peters | 
SOLCERGCE At se OR er eh ere thet hola ien. aah Cuneo ae del ee Laura Elvidge : 


Probationand: Parole Omicens csr: a.) ao ere ey eee Pat Love | 
| 
Sole Support Mothetpenieteea).< 20a ee way ON geet es cane ee Christine Johnson | 


{ 
Peterboroucisecial! Planning Counciliaes aware te tr ee John Sheehan | 


VISIBLE MINORITY WOMEN 

February 18, 1987 

Jean Augustine Carmencita Hernandez Bev Salmon 
Akua Benjamin Christina Lee Rosemarie Fernandez 
Mavis Burke Lillian Ma Mary Woe Sims 
Vera Cudjoe Clementina Martinez Vara Singh 

Margaret Gittens Ito Peng 
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AOTAMHOL ASSIMA VORA 


ETTER OF TRANSMITTAL 


_ADVISORY COUNCIL DE L'ONTARIO SUR LA 
ON WOMEN'S ISSUES CONDITION FEMININE 


880 rue Bay Street, Sth floor/Sieme étage, Toronto, Ontario, M7A 4N3 (416) 965-5824 


ONTARIO (P)etov CONSULTATIF 


October 1988 


The Honourable Gregory Sorbara 
Minister Responsible for Women’s Issues 
400 University Ave., 14th floor 

Toronto, Ontario 

M7A 1T7 


Dear Mr. Sorbara: 


It is with great pleasure that I present you with the Annual Report of 
the Ontario Advisory Council on Women’s Issues, for the fiscal year 
April 1, 1987 to March 31, 1988. 


This report reflects the activities of the Council during this period. 
Our report is published annually to inform the government and the 
public about the work Council does on behalf of Ontario’s women. 


Yours sincerely, 


Akt 


Sandra Kerr, 
Acting President 
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OUNCILS MANDATE 


The mandate of the Ontario Advisory Council on Women’s Issues is as follows: 


To advise the Government of Ontario, through the Minister Responsible for Women’s 
Issues On matters pertaining to women’s issues and without limiting the generality of 
the foregoing: 


(a) to monitor and assess existing legislation, policies and programs related to the 
needs of women; 


(b) to identify specific areas requiring the attention of government and to recommend 
legislation and program changes; 


(c) to consult with groups and hold public meetings with the purpose of stimulating 
public discussion, particularly in regions throughout Ontario; 


(d) to respond to requests from the Minister Responsible for Women’s Issues for 
advice and consultation on matters relating to women. 


INANCIAL STATEMENT 


April 1, 1987 - Salaries $141.4 
March 31, 1988 Benefits 10.9 
Travel and Communications 89.9 
Honoraria 67.6 
Research 23.0 
Consultations and Forums 26.4 
Office Machines 30.0 
Printing 37.0 
Office Supplies 20.8 
TOTAL 
(in thousands) $447.0 
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QUNCIL MEMBERS 


Sam ION, President 

Toronto, 

October 1984 - October 1987* 
Columnist and feature writer for the 
Toronto Sun newspaper; former Ontario 
Human Rights Commissioner 


Sandra KERR, Vice-President 
Oakville, 

November 1984 - October 1988 

Acting President since October 1987; 
homemaker and mother of four; former 
special assistant to first Ontario minister 
on women’s issues. 


Ed ARUNDELL 

Toronto, 

October 1984 - October 1987* 

Public Affairs Manager, Varity Corp.; 
lobbyist with expertise in consulting 
agencies. 


Sarah BAND 

Toronto, 

October 1984 - October 1987* 

Retailer; member of St. John Ambulance 
Ontario Council; involved with Young 
People’s Theatre. 


Danielle COULOMBE 

Hearst, 

September 1986 - June 1989 

Director of Studies and history professor 
at College Universitaire; researcher of 
women’s history, with a focus on northern 
women; volunteer with local historical 
society. 


Bernice DUBEC-HEALD 

Thunder Bay, 

September 1986 - June 1989 

Director, Wequedong Lodge, Thunder Bay; 
social worker for 4 years; self-employed 
consultant to native women for 8 years. 


* Terms expired this fiscal year. 


Dianne HARKIN 

Winchester, 

September 1986 - June 1989 

Farm business partner since 1970; 
journalist and researcher; founder of 
Women for the Survival of Agriculture. 


Dorothy KIRBY 

Toronto, 

October 1984 - October 1987* 
Student; former worker at Jean Tweed 
Centre for women alcoholics; lift-truck 
operator for 16 years; worked with 
juveniles on parole. 


Sandra MANZIG 

Windsor, 

June 1983 - June 1988 (second term)* 
Instructor, St. Clair College; modern 
languages specialist. 


Susan McDONALD 

Arva, 

January 1986 to January 1989 

Member, Ontario Heart and Stroke 
Foundation; homemaker, active volunteer. 


Ceta RAMKHALAWANSINGH 

Toronto, 

November 1983 - November 1988 
Manager, Contract Compliance Program, 
City of Toronto; President Learnxs 
Foundation, volunteer with United Way 
and Ontario Art Gallery expansion working 
committee. 


Anne Rochon FORD 

Toronto, 

November 1986 - November 1989 
Women’s Health Policy and Program 
Advisor, Women’s College Hospital; 
co-founder and active volunteer with 
Toronto Women’s Health Network and DES 
Action; has published extensively on 
women’s health issues. 


Elaine TODRES 

Ex-officio, Toronto; Assistant Deputy Minister, Ontario 
Women’s Directorate until October 1987. 

Naomi ALBOIM 


Ex-officio, Toronto; appointed Assistant Deputy 
Minister, Ontario Women’s Directorate October 1987. 
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PENING DOORS 


Sandra Kerr, Acting President 


In 1879, The Canadian Monthly and 
National Review carried the following 
comment about women’s suffrage: 


‘All social evils will not be voted down, 
nor the offices all filled with saints at the 
next election thereafter. It will not be 
found the panacea for all human, or all 
womanly ills. It will scarcely be the cure 
of any. It will be simply the opening of 
another door - the passage into a larger 
freedom.” 


Almost 100 years later, we can see the truth 
of this. Women have been elected, but 
women’s votes merely unlocked the door. 


The Ontario Advisory Council on Women’s 
Issues is 15 years old. In 1973, no member 
could have imagined the breadth or depth 
of the issues Council has since tackled. 
And each president, in her own way, from 
Laura Sabia to Sam Ion, has opened the 
door a little wider. 


In October, Sam Ion’s three year term as 
president ended. She chose not to accept 
re-appointment, resuming instead her 
journalism career at the Toronto Sun. Sam 
is a lively, quick and observant woman who 
encouraged members to undertake a more 
“hands-on” approach in their Council work. 
Sam was determined to build stronger links 
with women’s groups throughout Ontario 
and travelled extensively in the north, 
forming close links to native and northern 
communities. She tirelessly reminded 
government that women’s needs in these 
areas are diverse, special and different, but 
equally important as those of their more 
vocal sisters in other parts of Ontario. Sam 
spoke up for the quiet voice. 


Council is continually enriched with the 
new ideas and approaches of its members. 


Ed Arundell of Mississauga served ably 
and well as our resident “‘feminist but not a 
female’. He brought a reflective, male 
perspective to many issues and he was an 
integral part of last year’s pay equity 
consultation. 


Dorothy Kirby of Etobicoke was a strong 
and determined voice on Council. She did 
not hesitate to remind us that not all women 
live a comfortable, middle-class life. She 
was a driving force behind our sole support 
mothers consultations. 


Sarah Band of Toronto brought an asser- 
tive, entrepreneurial focus to Council. Her 
diplomatic skills and her quick mind cut 
through to the core of issues being dis- 
cussed. She was always ready to pitch in no 
matter what the task or project. 


Sandra Manzig represented Windsor area 
women’s concerns aggressively, and stood 
behind the rights of francophone and immi- 
grant women. She is a firm believer that the 
key to freedom for all women is through a 
sound educational base, free of sex role 
stereotyping. 


Although we lost these members, Council 
was never idle. This report reflects the work 
Council has undertaken on issues that have 
touched our freedoms: Meech Lake Accord. 


new reproductive 
technologies, 
abortion, to 
name only three. 
As well, the 
larger freedom 
hopefully 

draws closer, 

the doors 

fewer. 


Aken 
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OLE SUPPORT MOTHERS 


Early in 1987, Council began a series of 
public consultations to learn about the 
regional concerns facing sole support 
mothers in Ontario. Called Sole Support 
M.O.M., Mothers On the Move, the pur- 
pose was to hear directly from the women 
affected by these issues. The intent was to 
formulate recommendations from informa- 
tion gathered during these consultations and 
to present them to the Minister Responsible 
for Women’s Issues and other appropriate 
ministers. 


Last fiscal year, consultations were held in 
Hamilton, Kitchener-Waterloo, Peterborough 
and Windsor. 


Thunder Bay 

On April 23, chairperson Dorothy Kirby 
and several Council members heard presen- 
tations from local groups and individuals in 
Thunder Bay. They also moderated sessions 
on health, housing, education, retraining, 
and native issues. 


Toronto Conference 

On June 19 and 20, a two-day wrap-up 
conference was held in Toronto. Participants 
attended workshops on such topics as income 
adequacy, public housing, addictions and 
teen sole support mothers, to name only a 
few. Recommendations for change were 
drawn up at the end of each workshop. 


Sole Support Mothers Brief 

By November, Council had prepared a brief 

containing 93 recommendations aimed at 

improving the lives of sole support mothers 

on social assistance. Highlights included the 

call for: 

* acomplete review of Ontario Housing 
policies with tenant involvement; 

* provision of government funds to 
ensure mandatory counselling for 
batterers; 


* arevision of the current social assis- 
tance system to build in adequate 
employment incentive programs for 
sole support mothers; 


* the government to fund and/or subsidiz: 
the development of 24 hour childcare 
centres. 


The brief is available to the public. 


Meeting With Ministers 

Council met individually with Hon. 
Gregory Sorbara, Minister Responsible for 
Women’s Issues; Hon. John Sweeney, 
Minister of Community and Social Services: 
Hon. Chaviva Hosek, Minister 

of Housing and Hon. Elinor Caplan, 
Minister of Health. At each meeting, 
Council highlighted those recommendation: 
related to their jurisdictions. 


In discussions with Mr. Sweeney, Council 
raised concerns regarding income adequacy. 
employment incentive programs and com- 
munications with social workers. Ms. Hosek 
on hearing the housing recommendations, 
expressed interest in determining what type 
of housing women wanted, its location and 
design. Council stressed the need to change 
the health care system to a more holistic 
approach in its meeting with Ms. Caplan. 


In addition, the brief was forwarded to 
several other ministries highlighted with 
recommendations pertinent to their areas. 


The Ontario Women’s Directorate was asked 
by the government to co-ordinate its response 
to Council’s recommendations. This is 
expected in the Fall of 1988. 
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ONSULTATIONS 


Immigrant and Visible Minority Women 
In March 1987, representatives from visible 
minority and immigrant women’s groups 
asked Council to write government minis- 
tries requesting an update on activities and 
initiatives since the 1983 provincial visible 
minority women’s conference. 


The government charged the Ontario 
Women’s Directorate with the responsibility 
of co-ordinating the ministries’ responses. 
In May, the Directorate provided Council 
with a 56-page compilation listing each 
ministry’s response to the conference 
recommendations. Council circulated this 
document to the reference group, which 
had requested the update. 


A meeting of this group was subsequently 
convened, during which Council was 
advised that many women’s groups were 
unaware of most of the programs described 
in the government response. The group 
recommended that Council circulate the 
document more widely to visible minority 
and immigrant women’s groups across 
Ontario, requesting their comments. Upon 
doing this, Council discovered that many 
groups were either unable to decipher the 
document or were disillusioned by the lack 
of concrete action. In February, Council 
met with Ontario Women’s Directorate 
officials, and were advised that a Cabinet 
submission was being prepared concerning 
policy and program directions for visible 
minority women. 


Council, in consultation with immigrant 
and visible minority women’s groups, 
requested a separate meeting with the 
Cabinet Committee on Race Relations. 
This meeting will be held on May 2, 1988. 


Meech Lake 

On August 27, at the request of the Canadian 
Advisory Council on the Status of Women, 
Council co-ordinated a meeting of repre- 
sentatives from over 75 women’s groups in 
Toronto to discuss the implications of the 
Meech Lake Accord. The CACSW presented 
their brief which raised concerns that 
women’s equality rights were being put at 
risk by the Accord. A number of women 

at the meeting agreed with the federal 
Council’s views. In addition, there was 
unanimous agreement that the process was 
too hasty and did not allow time for 
consultation. 


A steering committee was created. Council 
chaired a meeting of this committee at 
which it was decided to hold an education 
session on the issue. 


On October 18, Council hosted this session 
in Toronto. Lawyer and former Council 
vice-president, Linda Silver Dranoff, 
opened the event with an overview of the 
Accord. Through panel presentations, 
women heard a number of experts argue 
that the Accord could supersede the Charter 
of Rights and Freedoms in the courts. In 
workshops, participants identified their 
concerns and met again in a plenary session 
to devise a plan of action. It was agreed 
Council would lend continuing support by 
offering the use of office facilities. 


Before formulating its own position on the 
Meech Lake Accord, Council was briefed 
by various women’s groups, including 
visible minority women, as well as officials 
from the Ontario Women’s Directorate and 
the Attorney General’s office. 

On March 31, Council submitted its state- 
ment to the Ontario Select Committee on 
Constitutional Reform. This submission is 
available to the public. 
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OR THE RECORD 


Council Meetings 
Council meetings were held on these dates 
during this fiscal year: 


April 2 and 3, 1987 © 
_ May 14 and 15, 1987 
June 18, 1987 
October 8 and 9, 1987 
December 10 and 11, 1987 
February 4 and 5, 1988 
March 3 and 4, 1988 | 


Childcare 

During March and April, the Ontario Select 
Committee on Health conducted public 
hearings to consider the cost, quality and 
accessibility in private and public sector 
childcare facilities. On April 9, Council 
appeared before this committee and recom- 
mended that: 

direct grants be provided only to 
non-profit centres; 

the Ontario government introduce a 
provincial childcare act; 

the provincial and federal governments 
work co-operatively towards developing 
a national childcare act. 


Francophone Services 

Council made a submission to the Office 
of Francophone Affairs, for additional 
resources and staff in order to comply with 
Bill 8, French Language Services Act. 
Council is awaiting this decision. 


Council’s Francophone Committee has 
made plans to meet with Francophone 
women’s groups in Ontario and it is hoped 
two regional meetings will be held during 
the next fiscal year. 


Health 

Abortion: During its meeting in February, 
Council agreed to forward a letter to the 
Hon. Elinor Caplan, Ministry of Health, 
commending her efforts to improve health 
care for Ontario women by providing 
funding for community-based women’s 
health centres. 


A motion was passed, calling on the 
Minister of Health to ensure that: 


abortion services as well as birth 
control and pregnancy counselling be 
available and accessible for all women 
throughout Ontario; 

these services be provided in goveri- 
ment funded hospitals and/or where 
there is no hospital providing abortion 
services, funding be available for the 
provision of services in community 
based clinics; 

comprehensive family support services 
be available for women choosing to 
maintain pregnancy. 


Health Booklet: The 


Women and Health 
booklet grew out of 
Council’s 1985 
Women and Health 
Conference, and is 
the first booklet in 
the Action On Issues 
‘| series. Written as a 


general introduction 


to women’s health 
issues, it suggests ways women can voice 
their personal and social concerns. Avail- 
ability will be through Council’s office by 
the summer of 1988. 


Language Access 

Access to language programs for immigrant 
and visible minority women was an issue 
discussed at Council’s December meeting 
because immigrant women do not have the 
same access to language training federal 
subsidies as immigrant men. During this 
meeting, Council unanimously passed a 
motion supporting the principle that all 
women should have equal access to 
language training for skill development, 
employment opportunities and to facili- 
tate their integration and full participa- 
tion in society. Council wrote to Premier 
Peterson urging that Ontario lobby the 
federal government to end its discriminatory 
language training policy, and called for this 
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issue to be put on the next First Ministers 
Conference agenda. 


The Women’s Legal Action Fund (LEAF), 
working with the Centre for Spanish Speaking 
Peoples, is mounting a Charter challenge on 
language accessibility. Council joined with 35 
other organizations in endorsing this challenge 
and continues to work with immigrant and 
visible minority women’s groups on this issue. 


New Reproductive Technologies (N.R.T.s) 
Within the past ten years, many new technologies 
have been developed in the area of human 
reproduction. To familiarize and educate 
themselves, Council members attended an 
international forum on new reproductive tech- 
nologies held in Montreal October 29 - 31. 
Presented by the Quebec Status of Women 
Council, the forum focused, in part, on the 
dilemmas created for women by new reproduc- 
tive technologies. 


Researcher Rona Achilles was hired by Council 
to prepare a background document. This paper, 
entitled What’s New About the New Repro- 
ductive Technologies?, is available to the 
public through Council’s office. 


Council also added its voice to the Canadian 
Coalition on N.R.T.s urging the Ontario 
Government to support the establishment of a 
federal Royal Commission to study the social 
implications of new reproductive technologies. 


Pensions 

In April, Council presented a Pensions Brief to 
the Standing Committee on General Govern- 
ment. This committee was conducting public 
hearings to consider Bill 170, An Act to revise 
the Pension Benefits Act. Among Council’s 
recommendations were the following: 


* Inflation protection be provided by 
employer-sponsored pensions; 

* It remain the option of the part-time 
employee to join the employer-sponsored 
pension plan. 


Council also submitted this brief to the provincial 
Task Force on Inflation Protection for Employ- 
ment Pension Plans, highlighting the section on 
inflation protection for private pensions. 


The federal government was also reviewing 
survivor benefits, and circulated proposals for 
change to various groups, including Council. 
To help formulate a response, Council met with 
a group of experts on tax and pension matters. 
In December, Council forwarded a statement 

to the Standing Parliamentary Committee on 
National Health and Welfare re Changes to the 
Canada Pension Plan Survivor Benefits. Concern 
was expressed about the trend to force older 
women, who have traditionally been home- 
makers, or who have participated in the work 
force only marginally, to become self-sufficient. 


Politics 

Election Guide: In anticipation 
of the September 10 provincial 
election, Council prepared and 
circulated Raising The Issues, 
A Woman’s Guide to the 1987 
Ontario Election. This pam- 
phlet outlined eight steps to 
organizing an all-candidates’ 
meeting and provided women 
with questions to ask their can- 
didate on such issues as battered 
women, free trade, and addiction services. 
10,000 English guides were distributed and 
3000 were printed in French. 


Consultation with the Treasurer: The 
Honourable Robert Nixon, Treasurer of Ontario, 
invited Council to participate in the budget 
consultation process. Council highlighted areas 
for Mr. Nixon’s attention in the areas of sole 
support mothers, disabled women, housing, 
battered women, pensions, post-secondary 
education and training and re-training programs. 
Council once again reiterated its long standing 
recommendation for the government to initiate 
a review of all government programs for 
their economic impact on women to establish 
a long term strategy for the improvement of 
women in the economy. 
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Sunset Review 

The 1984 Order-In-Council called for a 
sunset review for the Ontario Advisory 
Council on Women’s Issues to be completed 
by November 30, 1987. Three of Council’s 
recommendations for change included that: 


* the president be appointed on a full- 
time contract position with salary and 
benefits at an appropriate level. 


* both geographical areas and the 
diversity of Ontario women be reflected 
in appointments, by an expanded 
membership, and with at least three 
coming from the north. 


¢ additional resources for research and 
communication be granted. 


This review is being conducted by the 
Management Board of Cabinet and a 
response is expected later this year. 


Women’s Programs 

In February 1987, Council was advised th 
the House of Commons Standing Committ 
on the Secretary of State was undertaking ; 
review of the objectives and funding criter 
of the Women’s Program. Council was 
asked by a number of women’s groups to 
respond to this review. Although this was « 
federal issue, Council wanted to take a stan: 
because many of the women’s programs 
funded by the Secretary of State exist in 
Ontario. A letter was forwarded, urging th 
Secretary of State to continue funding 
women’s programs and women’s groups 
with a platform leading to the social and 
economic independence of women. A state 
ment was included that funding priority be 
given to northern, isolated and rural 
regions and that Secretary of State officials 
hold regular consultations with women’s 
groups representatives. 


QUNCIL MEMBER WINS AWARD 


Dianne Harkin was one of 
20 people chosen by the 
provincial government from 
more than 400 nominees to 
receive the new Order of 
Ontario Award. The Order, 
established in last year’s 
Throne Speech, was created 
as Ontario’s highest com- 
mendation of recognition in 
any area benefitting society, 
ie. research, voluntarism, industry etc. 
Dianne was awarded for her dedicated work 
in raising the social and economic status of 
farm women. All recipients were invested 
at a special ceremony in the Ontario 
Legislative Chamber May 6. 


Dianne was also the first female recipient 
of the T. Hilliard Distinguished Agricultural 


Extension Award. Given by 
the Ontario Agricultural 
College Association for the 
last five years, the award is 
accompanied by $1000 to be 
used for a research project 
of the winner’s choice. 
Dianne plans to make her 
prize money available for a 
special education project 
targeting farm families. 


Another first for Dianne was her two year 
appointment as the only female to the 15 
member Board of Directors of Soil Conser- 
vation Canada. This is a non-government 
organization with the objective of promot- 
ing the preservation and enrichment of the 
nation’s soils and related water resources 
for the benefit of future generations. 
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PEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 


Prenatal and Parenthood Education Services of Metro Toronto conference 

MPP’S Report: Participate with Margaret Marland cable TV show, Mississauga 

Halton Women Teachers’ Association Leadership conference, Burlington 

Oakville Parent-Child Centre 

Ontario Federation of Home and School Associations annual convention, Burlington 

Lambton College Grade 7 - 13 female students, Sarnia 

Women Supporting Women, Sarnia 

Technology and Its Impact On You conference, Grade 13 students, R. H. King Collegiate, 
Scarborough 

Impact of Technology on the Status of Women conference, Toronto 

Employment Equity Network conference, Ministry of Transportation and 
Commmunications, Toronto 

Electronics for women class, Sheridan College, Oakville 

Northeastern Ontario Equity Network conference, Sudbury 

Equality in Language and Literacy Training Colloquium, Toronto 

Guest, CKOC Radio Morning Talk Show, Hamilton 

Women of Colour conference, U of T 

West Toronto Business and Professional Women’s Club 

Association of Women in India, Brampton chapter 

Women in Management course, Ryerson 

Halton Women’s Place, Milton 

Office Administration Program, Sheridan College, Oakville 

Rotary Club of Oakville - Trafalgar 

Private Home Day Care Association of Ontario conference, Toronto 

B & B Investments Group, Etobicoke 


ONFERENCES AND 
MEETINGS ATTENDED 


Joint Federal/Provincial/Territorial Advisory Councils planning meeting; St. John’s, 
Newfoundland 

Breast Cancer in the 80s conference, Toronto 

Health Goals for Ontario conference, Toronto 

Don’t Blame Mother conference, Toronto 

Maternity in the Laboratory - International Forum on New Reproductive Technologies; 
Montreal, Quebec 

Northwestern Ontario Women’s Decade Council, Kenora 

Canadian Research Institute for the Advancement of Women (CRIAW); Winnipeg, 
Manitoba 

Federation Femmes Frangaises provincial meeting, Sudbury 

Ontario Native Women’s Association National Assembly, Sault Ste. Marie 

National Native Women’s Association Annual Assembly, Ottawa 
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NDIVIDUALS AND GROUPS 
WHICH MET WITH COUNCIL 
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etter of Transmittal 


ONTARIO CONSEIL CCONSULTATIF 
ADVISORY COUNCIL 7) DE L'ONTARIO SUR LA 
ON WOMEN’S ISSUES CONDITION FEMININE 


880 rue Bay Street, Sth floor/Sieme étage, Toronto, Ontario, M7A 1N3 (416) 965-5824 


October 1989 


The Honourable Mavis Wilson 

Minister Responsible for Women's Issues 
777 Bay St., 17th floor 

Toronto, Ontario 

MSG 2E5 


Dear Ms. Wilson: 


It is with great pleasure that I present you with the Annual 
Report of the Ontario Advisory Council on Women's Issues, for 
the fiscal year April 1, 1988 to March 31, 1989. 


This report reflects the activities undertaken by Council. It is 
published annually to inform the government and the public 
about Council's work on behalf of Ontario's women. 


Yours sincerely, 


Jk 


Sandra Kerr 
President 
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ouncil's Mandate 


The mandate of the Ontario Advisory Council on Women's Issues is as follows: 
To advise the Government of Ontario, through the Minister Responsible for Women's 
Issues, on matters pertaining to the achievement of economic, social and legal equality for 


women and without limiting the generality of the foregoing: 


(a) to respond to requests for advice and consultation from the Minister Responsible 
for Women's Issues; 


(b) to hold public meetings with the purpose of stimulating public discussion and 
accessing the opinions of women, particularly in regions throughout Ontario; 


(c) to identify specific areas requiring the attention of government and to recommend 
legislation and program changes to the Minister Responsible for Women's Issues. 


inancial Statement 


April 1 1988 - March 31, 1989 Salaries $ 173,600 
Employee benefits 28,700 
Travel and communications 65,554 
Honoraria 96,400 
Research 24,500 
Consultations/Forums 29,000 
Services 31,796 
Supplies and Equipment 57,950 


Total $ 507,500 
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ouncil Members 


Sandra KERR, President 

Oakville, November 1984 - October 1989 
Previous vice-president; community 
activist; former special assistant to first 
Ontario minister on women's issues. 


Sarah BAND 

Toronto, August 1988 - August 1990 
Re-appointed for second term; retailer; 
senior vice-president, St. John Ambulance. 


Marielle COUSINEAU 

Kapuskasing 

November 1989 - November 1991 
Executive Director of North Cochrane 
Addiction Services; former staff of 
Amethyst Women's Addiction Centre. 


Bernice DUBEC 

Thunder Bay, September 1986 - June 1989 
Director, Wequedong Lodge; self-employed 
native women's consultant for 8 years. 


Mila EUSTAQUIO 

Mississauga, August 1988 - August 1990 
President, Network of Filipino Canadian 
Women; Executive Director, 

Peel Multicultural Council. 


Anne Rochon FORD 

Toronto, June 1986 - November 1989 
Previously Policy and Program Advisor, 
Women's Health Issues, Women's College 
Hospital; Chair, Social Issues Committee. 


Dianne HARKIN 

Winchester, September 1986 - June 1989 
Farm business partner since 1970; journalist 
and researcher; founder of Women for the 
Survival of Agriculture. 


Kathleen LAHEY 

Kingston, August 1988 - August 1990 
Law professor, Queen's University; 
Co-Editor, Canadian Journal on Women 
and the Law; Chair, Justice Committee. 


Madeleine LEAL 

Ruscom, January 1989 - August 1990 
Chair, French Language Advisory Commit- 
tee, St. Clair College; former teacher in 
Ontario's French elementary schools. 
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Catherine McPHERSON 

Toronto, August 1988 - August 1990 

Past Provincial Co-ordinator, P.U.S.H 
Ontario; Special Projects Officer, Advocacy 
Resource Centre Of The Handicapped. 


Susan McDONALD 

Arva, January 1986 - January 1989 
Interim vice-president; homemaker; active 
volunteer; runs a farm and boarding stable. 


Lana MITCHELL 

North Bay, August 1988 - August 1990 
Co-ordinator, LIPI (Low Income People 
Involvement); steering committee member, 
Ontario Social Assistance Review Commit- 
tee; Chair, Economic Issues Committee 


Sherry MOREAU 

Kenora, August 1988 - August 1990 
Tutor and advisor to native students, 
Cambrian College; previously paralegal in 
local legal clinic. 


Lucya SPENCER 

Ottawa, August 1988 - August 1990 
Director, Community Programs, Ottawa- 
Carleton Immigrant Services Organization; 
active community volunteer. 


Lynn ZIMMER 

Peterborough, August 1988 - August 1990 
Executive Director, Peterborough YWCA; 
a founder of Interval House; involved in 
volunteer organizations. 


Naomi ALBOIM, Ex-officio 
Assistant Deputy Minister, Ontario 
Women's Directorate 


COUNCIL STAFF: 

Bridget Vianna - Executive Officer 
Elayne Ceifets - Policy Advisor 

Lydia Oleksyn - Communications Officer 
Rita Kelly - Administrative Assistant 
Melody CarvalhoMount - Secretary 


t's Not Over Yet 


Sandra Kerr, President 


When I was appointed to the Council in 
1984, discussions about pay equity always 
topped Council's meeting agendas. 


Two years later, in our 1986 pay equity 
brief to the government, Council stated that 
gender predominance guidelines must not 
be a feature of any pay equity legislation 
because thousands of women working in 
female-dominated jobs would be excluded. 
We wanted all working women to be cov- 
ered by the legislation with no exclusions or 
delays for small employers. 

In 1987, Ontario received pay equity legis- 
lation and to the average working woman, it 
looked like a major breakthrough in 
women's ongoing struggle for workplace 
equality. This despite the fact that the law 
requires employers to compare female- 
dominated jobs with those where 70% are 
male workers. 


A recent Pay Equity Commission report 
states that over 800,000 Ontario working 
women are not covered by the legislation 
because they're in jobs where no male com- 
parisons exist (nursing for example,) or 
they're employed by a company with less 
than 10 employees. This is a prime example 
of how in theory, it looks like women have 
won something - pay equity - but in prac- 
tice, it's little or nothing, since 40% of 
Ontario working women are excluded from 
the legislation. 


Women still earn, on an average, 64% of 
what men earn. A prediction I came across 
stated, that by the year 2000, women will be 
earning 74% of what men earn. At this rate, 
and pay equity legislation notwithstanding, 
we'll be well into the next century before 
that figure finally becomes 100%! 


I'm pointing out these things, because I 
believe that many women consider the 
battle for women's equality has been fought 
and won, and nothing more needs to be 


done. It's true that the confrontational anger 
of the 60s and 70s has cooled somewhat, but 
the struggle still continues. It continues 
because there has been little true progress 
on issues that concern ordinary Ontario 
women - jobs, wages, promotions, abortion, 
poverty, and childcare. 


So, what do we have? We have a fuzzy, 
warm feeling that women in Ontario seem 
to have achieved equality. There's majority 
support for the notion of equal pay, but we 
don't have it yet. We support the idea of 
women in high political office, but a quick 
look at Ontario's cabinet reveals women 
hold six positions out of 30. The idea of 
shared family responsibilities is discussed, 
but there are no mechanisms in society to 
make this happen. 


Yes, we have made some strides and gains, 
but the struggle for equality will not be over 
until women win it in the workplace. And to 
do that, we need goal-oriented strategies. 


To that end, Council has undertaken a 
review of Ontario's Employment Standards 
Act as our next step in providing the gov- 
ernment with a concrete strategy for achiev- 
ing employment equity. Basic labour stan- 
dards provide the foundation for equality in 
employment and are a pre-requisite to pay 
equity and other employment policies. 


With the appointment of eight new Council 
members, a renewed mandate from the gov- 
ernment and the ex- 
citing addition of 
our own logo, 
Council is ready to 
formulate new goals 
and continue the 
struggle in and 
beyond the 
workplace. 
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onsultations with the Government 


Meeting with the Treasurer 


For the fifth year, Treasurer Robert Nixon ¢ Placing a 25% tax on pornographic 
invited Council to participate in the budget magazines, films and videos, using the 
consultation process. In the past, Council revenue for counselling and childcare 
had requested more funding be made avail- programs in transition houses and 
able for transition houses, sole support rape crisis centres. 


mothers, childcare, post-secondary educa- 
tion and disabled women, to name only a 
few. These sectors still require more dollars. 


¢ Assessing windfall profits made by 
Ontario companies through favourable 
changes in the exchange rate of the 

This year, Council included recommenda- Canadian dollar, and re-capturing 

tions on minimum wage, contract compli- through an appropriate tax initiative. 


ance and violence: aes : : 
¢ Beginning a serious review of the pro- 


* The minimum wage should be in- vincial-federal tax transfer system with 
creased to a "liveable wage" as a fixed a view to directly assessing the impact 
percentage of average industrial wages on women and children. 
and harmonized with social assistance 
benefits: The press, women's groups and the public 

reacted to the pornographic magazine tax, 

* The Province should institute a con - and the Treasurer convened a special meet- 
tract compliance system to ensure that —_ ing with Council to explore the feasibility of 
a proportion of government spending this suggestion. 


directly benefits disadvantaged groups. 


¢ Shelters for battered women should 


receive a percentage of funds equiva- Ontario Cabinet Committee on 
lent to the percent collected as taxeson Race Relations 


alcohol products. 


In response to Mr. Nixon's request for ideas © On May 2, Council met with the Cabinet 


on how to find money to finance some of Race Relations Committee to present an 
Ontario's social commitments, Council overview on the status of program initia- 
proposed a number of potential revenue tives in relation to visible minority women. 
sources to improve the status of women. While noting some positive steps, Council 
Recognizing the current period of fiscal expressed general concern and disappoint- 
restraint, these recommendations required ment by the government's limited action on 
little or no infusion of new dollars: issues concerning immigrant and visible 

¢ Using excess lottery funds towards minority women. Council cited its ten year 


capital costs of transition houses, child- _tecord of recommendations on these issues. 


care centres and second-stage housing —_—The few initiatives undertaken by the gov- 


for women leaving violent situations ernment did not address the fundamental 

¢ Taxing lottery winnings, and using the _ issues which visible minority women have 
revenue generated to fund health raised about their employment status. 
clinics, particularly in remote and (continued) 


rural areas. 
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Specifically, Council stated: 


¢ Immigrant and visible minority women 
will have limited benefit, if any, from 
the pay equity legislation. These 
women need strong employment equity 
policies and programs within the 
public and private sector. 


¢ Changes are needed in the Employ- 
ment Standards Act to protect gar- 
ment and tourist industry workers and 
to pay overtime to domestic workers. 


¢ The needs, issues and obstacles facing 
immigrant and visible minority women 


or the Record 


Council Meetings 


April 21 and 22, 1988 
September 27, 1988 
November 16, 17 and 18 
January 13, 1989 
February 24, 1989 
March 31, 1989 


The Council president and the Minister 
Responsible for Women's Issues meet and 
the Minister attends at least one 

Council meeting. 


Council Retreat 


During the November meeting, Council 
members participated in a two-day strategy 
session to devise a work plan. This was also 
an opportunity for the 8 recently appointed 
members to meet the other Council mem- 
bers and work together as a team. It was 


are different from those of other 
women as well as those of men from 
their own groups. 


Council, once again, extended its offer to 
assist the government in moving forward. 
Council noted that the Ontario Women's 
Directorate was preparing its own submis- 
sion and asked for another meeting with the 
Cabinet following consideration of the 
Directorate's proposals. 


Council's submission to the Ontario Cabinet 
Committee on Race Relations is available to 
the public, at no charge. 


also the first time this year that Council had 
its full complement of members. 


Led by an outside facilitator, members 
redefined three goals for Council: to achieve 
economic, social and legal equality for all 
women; to consult with the women of 
Ontario; to act as a conduit between women 
and the government. 


Council formed three issue-oriented com- 
mittees: social, economic and justice. Chairs 
were selected to lead discussion as each 
committee defined a principal project for 
the coming year. The Economics Commit- 
tee will undertake a review of the Employ- 
ment Standards Act; the Social Issues 
Committee plans to facilitate an inaugural 
meeting for those interested in establishing 
a Women's Health Research Institute in 
Ontario and the Justice Committee will 
prepare a paper on the treatment of native 
women by the justice system. 
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New Logo 


Our new logo was de- 
signed by Council's 
graphic artist, Andrea 
Johnston. The design 
illustrates movement, 
with the three circles embracing justice, 
economic and social issues. The logo also 
symbolizes the interaction between the 
women of Ontario, the government 

and Council. 


Motherhood Conference 


Our June conference, Motherhood in a 
Changing Society, looked at issues such as 
the effect of feminism on families, society's 
view of motherhood, infertility and the 
economic value of homemakers 

and housework. 


The conference opened with a debate of the 
resolution that families benefit from femi- 
nism. Sheila Copps, MP from Hamilton 
East and Marjorie Cohen, Vice-President of 
the National Action Committee on the 
Status of Women, argued for the affirma- 
tive. Betty Steele, author of the Feminist 
Takeover and Gwen Landolt, vice-president 
of R.E.A.L. Women took the 

opposing view. 


Throughout the next two days, there were 
panel presentations and discussions with the 
audience. Bernice Martin, a leading sociolo- 
gist from England, presented a keynote 
address on Mothers as Family Managers. 
Noted Toronto Star columnist, Doris Ander- 
son, gave a closing address on the Future 

of Motherhood. 


Conference proceedings are available to the 
public at no charge. 
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Sole Support Mothers 


In November 1987, Council issued a Brief 
on Sole Support Mothers which presented 
93 recommendations aimed at improving 
the lives of sole support mothers on social 
assistance. The Ontario Women's Director- 
ate was asked by the government to co-ordi- 
nate its response to Council's recommenda- 
tions. These responses were forwarded and 
Council struck an ad hoc committee to 
review them. 


Many responses require further clarification 
and Council plans to pursue the appropriate 
Ministry for a more complete report. Coun- 
cil's final summary will be available early 
next year. 


Council was gratified, however, to see that 
the report issued by the Social Assistance 

Review Committee, Transitions, reflected 
many of the recommendations proposed by 
Council in the Sole Support Mothers Brief. 
Council awaits the government's next step. 


Sunset Review 


In accordance with the 1984 Order-In- 
Council, Management Board conducted a 
sunset review for the Council last year. One 
of Council's key recommendations for 
change included the appointment of a 
full-time president. 


Budget restrictions prevented such an 
appointment and the request of additional 
resources for research and communications 
was not granted. Minor changes were made 
to Council's mandate and eight new mem- 
bers were appointed to Council, bringing it 
to full membership. 


The next Sunset Review will occur in 
November 1990. 


Meech Lake 


Council's view is that the response of the 
Ontario Select Committee on Constitutional 
Reform regarding Meech Lake ignored 
women's concerns about equality rights. At 
the First Ministers meeting last February, 
the subject of Meech Lake was to be a 
primary agenda topic. Council forwarded a 
letter to Premier Peterson urging him to 
represent the views of women and other 
equality seeking groups at the Conference. 
The letter included the following 

Council resolution: 


Whereas, various submissions by many 
women's groups in Ontario to the Ontario 
Select Committee on Constitutional Reform 
have expressed grave concerns about the 
dilution by the Meech Lake Accord, of the 
Equality Rights as entrenched in the Cana- 
dian Charter of Rights and Freedoms; 


Whereas, not only women, but other equal- 
ity seeking groups such as visible minority, 
disabled, lesbian, gay and aboriginal 
peoples have expressed concern about the 
dilution of the Charter guarantees; 


Therefore, the Ontario Advisory Council 
on Women's Issues urges the Premier of 
Ontario to take a strong leadership role at 
the First Minister's Conference by propos- 
ing, on behalf of equality seeking groups, 
the inclusion, in Section 2 of the Accord, of 
a clause stipulating that nothing in the 
Accord would abrogate or derogate from the 
tights guaranteed by the Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms. 


Politics 


For the November 15 muni- 
cipal elections, Council pre- 
pared Influencing Decisions: 
A Woman's Guide to the 
Municipal Election. The 
guide provided basic inform- 
ation about municipalities and 
school boards. It presented 
Statistics, interesting data and 
questions to ask candidates on issues such 
as childcare, the wage gap, housing, 
community planning, and education. Ten 
thousand were printed and distributed. 


Housing 


In February, the Ministry of Housing issued, 
for public review and comment, a proposed 
policy calling for the provision of affordable 
and accessible housing in Ontario. Council 
congratulated Ms. Hosek on this positive 
step and forwarded a letter outlining several 
recommendations on various aspects of the 
proposed policy, citing in particular the lack 
of enforcement, the affordability guideline 
and the need for a review process: 


¢ We strongly recommend that a moni- 
toring process be established and strin- 
gent penalties be instituted for non- 
compliance. 


¢* We recommend that the guideline be 
revised so that at least 50% of all 
future housing units be targetted to 
households with incomes below the 
60th percentile. 


¢* We recommend that the Ministry con- 
duct a public review at the end of three 
years. 


Other Council recommendations focused on 
the definition of affordability, the special 
needs of women, the need for a public edu- 
cation campaign, and the approval process. 
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Health 
Abortion 


On May 9, the Social Issues Committee met 
with Jessica Hill, director of the Women's 
Health Bureau in the Ministry of Health. 
Ms. Hill brought the committee up to date 
on the status of abortion in Ontario. Council 
added the following resolution to its abor- 
tion policy: 

Whereas on January 28, 1988, the 
Supreme Court declared Canada's abor- 
tion law unconstitutional, abortion should 
no longer be governed by legislation. 


Pharmaceuticals 


Council submitted a brief to the Pharmaceu- 
tical Inquiry of Ontario, a panel mandated to 
conduct an investigation into the acquisi- 
tion, distribution, dispensing and prescrib- 
ing of pharmaceutical medications. Council 
has submitted numerous briefs and recom- 
mendations to the government on health 
care issues, many of them relating to the 
prescription and use of drugs. In this sub- 
mission, twenty-one recommendations were 
presented. Three of them included: 


¢ The Ontario Medical Association urge 
physicians to limit tranquilizer pre- 
scriptions for women to short term and 
emergency use. 


¢ The Ministry of Health include vita- 
mins and other food supplements 
essential to health maintenance under 
the Ontario Drug Benefit Plan. 


¢ The Ministry of Health take responsi- 
bility for the development of an objec- 
tive guide to prescription drugs for use 
by prescriber, pharmacists and 
the public. 


The Brief to the Pharmaceutical Inquiry 
of Ontario is available to the public at 
no charge. 


| Health Booklet 


Council's Women and 
Health book has been 
one of our most suc- 
cessful publications. 
Written as a general 
introduction to 
women's health, it 
suggests ways women 
can voice their personal and social concerns. 
Demand resulted in two printings and in 
supply being restricted to one book per 
request. Council will continue to fufill 
single requests as long as supplies last. The 
book is now available for sale ($5.00) at 
Publications Ontario, (416-326-5300 or 
1-800-668-9938). 


Francophone Services 


For the last two fiscal years, Council made 
submissions to the Office of Francophone 
Affairs for additional resources and staff to 
comply with Bill 8, French Languages 
Services Act. This year, Council presented 
cost submissions regarding translation of 
documents. Although Management Board 
did not approve the request for extra staff, 
$50,000 has been allocated in next fiscal 
year's budget for the translation of 
existing Council documents and for 
language training. 


Employment Standards 


Council is undertaking an extensive review 
of the Employment Standards Act, a provin- 
cial law which governs the working condi- 
tions of people in Ontario. Many women are 
excluded from its protection: domestic, part- 
time and contract workers, for example. 
Legal counsel has been retained to prepare a 
draft document on proposed changes to the 
Act. This document will be circulated to 
women's groups in April and a public forum 
will be held in May. 
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Anne Rochon Ford was one of 
five women to be awarded the 
first annual Toronto Women's 
Health Award on May 26. Anne 
was honoured "for having con- 
tributed in an exemplary way to 
the health and well being of all 
people but with a particular 
focus on health issues which 
influence women." 


Anne has had a long history of active in- 
volvement in women's health issues. As co- 
founder of the Toronto Women's Health 
Network and DES Action/Toronto, she has 
dedicated countless hours to reaching those 
individuals exposed to the drug DES. 
Nationally, Anne has been active in the 
development of the Canadian Women's 
Health Network and the Canadian Coalition 
on Depo Provera. 


Until October 1988, Anne was 
the Policy and Program Advisor 
on women's health issues at 
Women's College Hospital in 
Toronto. Her activities concern- 
ing the health of women were 
far-reaching and covered a wide 
range of issues. 


As a former member of the 
collective, Healthsharing, a 
Canadian women's health quarterly, Anne 
wrote extensively on women's health. 
Besides contributing chapters to Canadian 
and international publications, she's written 
a book on the history of women at the 
University of Toronto. 


Currently, Anne chairs Council's Social 
Issues Committee. She continues to write 
and works as a consultant in the women's 
health field. 


onferences and Meetings Attended 


S.0O.S. Femmes southwestern Ontario annual meeting 


Meeting with Ontario Medical Association 
Reseau des femmes du sud de l'Ontario 


National Symposium on Changing Patterns of Health and Disease in Canadian Women, 


Ottawa 


Gender Science and Medicine conference, Toronto 


Women and Mental Health Symposium, Toronto 


Joint Federal/Provincial/Territorial Advisory Councils annual meeting; Calgary, Alberta 


and planning meeting; Winnipeg, Manitoba 


Canadian Institute and Law conference, Toronto 


Managing and Valuing Diversity symposium, Toronto 
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peaking Engagements 


Association for Early Childhood Education conference, Hamilton 
Association for Employment Services, Regional Municipality of Halton, Kingston 


Association of Women of Indian Origin in Canada seminar, Brampton/Mississauga chapter, 
Brampton 


CUPE, Hastings County Board of Education, Belleville 

Bosley Real Estate seminar, Oakville 

Oakville Parent Child Centre 

Halton Women's Place General Meeting, Oakville 

Housing Forum, '88, Toronto Home Builders' Association, Toronto 
Forum, North York Inter Agency Council, Willowdale 

Open Doors conference, Gordon Graydon Secondary School, Mississauga 
Canadian Institute and Law conference, Toronto 

Women's Week, Ryerson Polytechnical Institute 

Halton Presbyterial United Church Women, Mississauga 
Federation of Women Teachers' Associations of Ontario, Toronto 
Canadian Association for Women in Science, Toronto 

Women's Network, Cobourg 

Finch Women's Group, Willowdale 

Zonta clubs: Burlington and Oakville chapters 


On numerous occasions, Council President Sandra Kerr participated in several functions 
as facilitator, chairperson and commentator. 


ndividuals and Groups which Addressed 
Council 


Jessica Hill, Karen Kaufman: Women's Health Bureau, Ministry of Health 
Minister Responsible for Women's Issues 

Ontario Women's Directorate 

Barbara Sullivan, MPP, Parliamentary Assistant 

Monique Belanger, French Languages Services Co-ordinator 

Ceta Ramkhalawansingh 

Dr. Aileen Clark, Ontario Cancer and Treatment Research Foundation 
Women Plan Toronto 
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Letter of Transmittal 


September 1990 


The Honourable Mavis Wilson 

Minister Responsible for Women’s Issues 
777 Bay St., 17th floor 

Toronto, Ontario 

M5G 2E5 


Dear Ms. Wilson: 


I am pleased to present you with the Annual Report of the Ontario Advisory Council on 
Women’s Issues, for the fiscal year April 1, 1989 to March 31, 1990. 


This report provides the details of Council’s work on behalf of Ontario’s women. 


Sincerely, 


~ Sandra Kerr 
President 
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Council’s Mandate 


The mandate of the Ontario Advisory Council on Women’s Issues is to advise the Ontario 
government, through the Minister Responsible for Women’s Issues, on matters pertaining to 
the achievement of economic, social and legal equality for women; 


to respond to requests for advice and consultation from the Minister Responsible for 
Women’s Issues; 


to hold public meetings with the purpose of stimulating public discussion and accessing the 
opinions of women, particularly in regions throughout Ontario; 


to identify specific areas requiring the attention of government and to recommend 
legislation and program changes to the Minister Responsible for Women’s Issues. 


Financial Statement 


April 1 1989 - March 31, 1990 Salaries $ 184,400 
Employee Benefits . 30,100 
Transportation & Communications 92,000 
Services 239,900* 
Supplies and Equipment 15,000 
Total $ 561,400 


*Includes $50,000 1 year funding allocation for French language services. 
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Council Members 


Sandra Kerr, President 
Oakville, Reappointed 
November 1984 - October 1990 


Susan McDonald, Vice President 
Arva, Reappointed 
January 1986 - January 1992 


Sarah Band 
Toronto, August 1988 - August 1990 
Resigned September 1989 


Marielle Cousineau, 
Kapuskasing, Reappointed 
November 1989 - June 1992 


Bernice Dubec 
Thunder Bay, Reappointed 
September 1986 - June 1992 


Mila Eustaquio 
Mississauga, August 1988 - August 1990 


Anne Rochon Ford 
Toronto, June 1986 - November 1989 
Resigned June 1989 


Dianne Harkin 
Winchester, Reappointed 
September 1986 - June 1992 


Kathleen Lahey 
Kingston, August 1988 - August 1990 


Madeleine Leal 
Ruscom, January 1989 - August 1990 


Catherine McPherson 
Toronto, August 1988 - August 1990 


Lana Mitchell 
North Bay, August 1988 - August 1990 


Sherry Moreau 
Kenora, August 1988 - August 1990 
Resigned September 1989 


Lucya Spencer 
Ottawa, August 1988 - August 1990 


Lynn Zimmer 
Peterborough, August 1988 - August 1990 


Naomi Alboim, Ex-officio 
Assistant Deputy Minister, 
Ontario Women’s Directorate 


STAFF 


Bridget Vianna, Executive Officer 
Elayne Ceifets, Policy Advisor 

Lydia Oleksyn, Communications Officer 
Melody CarvalhoMount, Administration 


Left to right, seated: Lynn Zimmer, Mila Eustaquio, Margot Dallaire, Dianne Harkin, Sandra Kerr, Lucya Spencer, 


Bernice Dubec, Lana Mitchell. Standing: Madeleine Leal, Marielle Cousineau, Sarah Melvin, Susan McDonald. 


Missing: Catherine McPherson, Kathleen Lahey 


4 ONTARIO ADVISORY COUNCIL ON WOMEN’S ISSUES 1989/90 


I’m Not A Feminist But... 


During my years on Council, I have often 
heard many women, especially young 
women say: "I’m not a feminist but..." 


Several declarations always follow the 
"but". Yes, they are equal, and expect to be 
treated as equals in every aspect of their 
lives. They do expect the same job 
opportunities and the same pay as their 
male colleagues. They anticipate personal 
relationships with men will include equal 
sharing of housework and childcare. 


They expect full equality with men at 
home, before the law and in their social 
lives. 


But, they are not feminists! For them, the 
movement is over. Everything has been 
accomplished. 


The feminist movement has been called one 
of the greatest social revolutions of 
contemporary history, resulting in 
tremendous gains for women in the 
workplace and in society. 


But as we step into the 90s, genuine 
equality is still a distant goal. 

Women are still struggling to juggle 
childbearing and career building, without 
losing career momentum. This is difficult to 
do in the absence of affordable childcare 
and flex work programs. 


In the workplace, many women still 
experience pay equity problems because not 
all women are covered under the 1988 Pay 
Equity law provisions. Since employment 
equity programs are not mandatory, women 
continue to be clustered in low paying jobs 
within the clerical, service and sales sectors. 
And many women still encounter sexual 
harassment in their workplace. 


The workplace itself operates, for the most 
part, in a system arranged on men’s straight 
lines of progress through life. Changes must 
be made to accommodate women’s family 


Sandra Kerr, President 


responsibilities - changes such as flex time, 
home work and job sharing for example. 
We need legislated employment standards 
revisions to ensure women are not victims 
of inequitable practices in the labour 
market. 


The rising incidence of violence against 
women, culminated shockingly by the 
Montreal massacre last December, indicates 
serious, deep seated sexist attitudes which 
must not be tolerated. Changing sexist 
attitudes for men, and for some women, 
means many things. It means men becoming 
fully active in raising children and women 
accepting that. It means believing there’s no 
women’s work, just work. It means treating 
women as equal partners. It means men 
being feminists. It means everybody being 
feminist. 


Feminist. There’s that word again. What 
does it really mean? 


It means women and men having choices 
and receiving recognition and support for 
those choices. It means believing in equality 
for women, and sustaining that equality in 
every way. 


Breakthroughs in the 90s will not occur as 
revelations on a grand scale but will 
develop in bits and pieces. Feminists must 
continue to point out what’s missing 
between the bits and pieces, to lobby and 
push so that the bits 
and pieces build, one 
on one. Only then 
will women see 
breakthroughs in the 
home, in the 
workplace and in 
society. And maybe 
then, the statement 
will be proudly 
positive: I 

am a feminist! 
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Regional Meetings 


London, Thunder Bay 


In March, Council hosted an evening 
consultation with representatives of 
women’s groups in London (March 22) and 
Thunder Bay (March 28). The purpose of 
each meeting was to discuss employment 
standards and new reproductive 
technologies. In both cities, Council 
President Sandra Kerr conducted a 
workshop on employment standards using 
Council’s document calling for changes to 
the Act. The local Council member (Susan 
McDonald, London; Bernice Dubec, 
Thunder Bay) led the group through 
Council’s workshop on new reproductive 
technologies. Similar consultations are 
planned for other areas. 
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Consultations with 
Francophone Women 


In partnership with the Ontario Women’s 
Directorate, Council undertook a series of 
consultations with Francophone women’s 
groups’ representatives. These consultations 
represented the first phase in a plan to open 
a dialogue between these two organizations 
and Francophone women. The aim was to 
inform the Francophone women’s 
community about Council and Directorate 
activities and to facilitate networking among 
francophone women’s groups. 

Six meetings were held: Timmins, 
November 6; Hearst, November 15; 
Windsor, November 21; Sudbury, 
November 23; Ottawa, December 5; 

and Toronto, December 12. 


Several major issues were raised: training 
and retraining for women; violence against 
women; sex-role stereotyping; isolation and 
the need to establish an information-sharing 
network; childcare, recruitment of young 
women to Francophone women’s 
organizations, the feminization of poverty, 
illiteracy, and lobbying techniques. 


The Ontario Women’s Directorate is 
analyzing the data and a full report will be 
available by the end of 1990. 


For The Record 


Council Meetings 


May 5, 1989 

May 31, 1989 
October 3 - 6, 1989 
December 8, 1990 
March 1, 1990 


The Council president and the Minister 
Responsible for Women’s Issues meet 
regularly and the Minister attends at least 
one Council meeting. 


Auto Insurance 


Council forwarded a written statement to 
the Standing Committee on General 
Government Re. Bill 68; An Act to Amend 
Certain Acts Respecting Insurance. Council 
stated that the proposed "no-fault" insurance 
plans would have a disproportionately 
negative impact on women, particularly 
low-income earners, single parents, 
homemakers and part-time workers. 


¢ Low income earners would suffer 
disproportionately since only 80% of 
earned income can be recovered under 
the proposed plan. A woman earning 
minimum wage cannot afford to lose 
20% of her income. The plan also calls 
for benefits to be paid from the second 
week. The loss of one week’s income is 
another hardship to low-income earners. 
Single parent women would be especially 
affected by these rules and could be 
forced onto social assistance. Since the 
proposed plan has no inflation protection, 
low income women and single earners 
who are victims of motor vehicle 
accidents are further penalized 
economically. 


¢ Homemakers becoming "unable to 
perform all or substantially all their 
activities" if injured in an auto accident 
would receive benefits for up to 156 
weeks. The benefits remain payable only 
as long as the homemaker is continuously 
prevented from engaging in all or 
substantially all normal activities. Such 
normal activities, however, vary from 
household to household and might 
jeopardize a woman who is able to 
perform some duties. Council concluded 
that the definition of when people could 
qualify for benefits is uncertain and vague 
in the proposed plan. 


¢ Part-time workers who fail to meet the 
threshold face a total loss of income if 
their disability continues beyond the no- 
fault benefit period. This particularly 
affects women because they still comprise 
75% of the part-time labour force and are 
employed in jobs with no sickness or 
accident benefits. 


Council also pointed out that entrepreneurs 
are at risk because the legislation provides 
no compensation for business losses. 
Accident victims on maternity leave 
beyond the mandatory 17 weeks also would 
be penalized since the proposed legislation 
takes into account only income on the day 
of disability. Finally, there is no 
compensation provided for caregivers, 
usually women, who might have to forego 
employment to care for an injured family 
member. 


Council urged the government to develop a 
system which would be both fair and just 
to women. 
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Ontario Budget 


In response to Treasurer Robert Nixon’s 
annual invitation to participate in the budget 
consultation process, Council forwarded a 
letter with suggestions for the 1990 Ontario 
Budget. After reviewing Council’s 1989 
submission, it was decided that the same 
recommendations were still valid. 


Three of the recommendations included 
minimum wage, contract compliance and 
violence: 


¢ The minimum wage should be 
increased to a "liveable wage" as a 
fixed percentage of average industrial 
wages and harmonized with social 
assistance benefits. 


¢ The province should institute a 
contract compliance system to ensure 
that a proportion of government 
spending directly benefits 
disadvantaged groups. 


¢ Shelters for battered women should 
receive a percentage of funds 
equivalent to the percentage collected 
as taxes on alcohol products. 


Employment 


Employment Standards Act 


In October, Council released 
Recommendations For Changes to the 
Employment Standards Act, the culmination 
of extensive consultations with women’s 
groups, business leaders, other interested 
individuals, and information received during 
a public forum held May 30th in Toronto. 


The first and most important 
recommendation centres on the need for the 
government to table comprehensive new 
employment standards legislation 
immediately. If issues remain to be 
reviewed, they should be included in a 


second stage of the legislation to be tabled 
within two years. Council’s rationale for 
this fundamental declaration lies in the 
belief that government must affirm its 
commitment to employment equity and a 
safety net of minimum community standards 
to meet workers’ needs. This view is 
strengthened by the fact that the Act has 
been "under review" by the Ontario 
government since 1976. 


Recommendation number two proposed that 
the new Employment Standards Act include 
a statement of fundamental principles 
with the universal right to fair 
employment practices, employment equity, 
an accessible workplace free of 
discrimination and racial and sexual 
harassment; and support for a realistic 
mesh of family and workplace 
responsibilities. 


Another important series of 
recommendations focused on the need for 
universal coverage. Although in principle 
the Employment Standards Act applies to 
every employee in Ontario, in practice 
numerous groups are excluded from the 
benefits of the Act. Council’s 
recommendations in this area stressed that 
minimum labour standards should apply to 
all workers within provincial jurisdiction. 


The 50-page document contains 71 
recommendations in total. Other 
recommendations discuss family 
responsibility leave, minimum wages, equal 
pay for equal work, public holidays, 
vacation with pay, benefit plans, job 
security standards, and more. 


Council presented this document to the 
Minister Responsible for Women’s Issues 
and met with the Labour Minister Gerry 
Phillips to discuss the recommendations. 
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Employment Equity 


At the request of the Honourable Robert 
Wong, Minister of Citizenship, Council met 
with him to discuss employment equity. The 
following two recommendations were 
presented: 


¢ The government should table 
mandatory employment equity 
legislation implemented with a 
regulatory approach. Such legislation 
should include: 


- a statutory duty on all employers to 
implement employment equity 
programs including data 
accumulation; 


goals and timetables for action; 


effective sanctions for failure to meet 
requirements; and 


- enforcement through complaints and 
systemic remedies. 


¢ The Ontario government implement 
forthwith a comprehensive contract 
compliance program, making 
employment equity programs 
mandatory for all government 
suppliers, for all the broader public 
sector and those funded with provincial 
funds, and for employers who provide 
goods and services to the broader 
public sector and to publicly-funded 
bodies. 


Unemployment Insurance 


A letter was forwarded to the Hon. Barbara 
McDougall, Minister of Employment and 
Immigration, expressing concern about the 
proposed changes to the Unemployment 
Insurance Act. 


Council questioned the rationale for 
reducing adoption leave from 15 to 10 
weeks. Council further pointed out that: 


* cuts to unemployment insurance benefits 
will disproportionately affect women 
because they generally have a higher 
unemployment rate than men; 


the new insurability requirement 
restricting benefits to individuals working 
a minimum of 20 hours per week would 
severely impact women because more of 
them work part-time; 


the number of training programs for 
women had been slashed in recent 
months and there was a need for such 
programs to train women for productive, 
higher paying jobs; 


childcare provisions are required for 
women to take advantage of training 
programs. 


Justice 
Mediation 


The Standing Committee on the 
Administration of Justice asked for 
Council’s comments on alternative dispute 
resolutions, specifically in the area of 
mediation in family law. Previously, a 
report had been written by the special 
advisory committee struck by the Ministry 
of the Attorney General to look into the 
issues of mediation and family law. The 
Ontario Women’s Directorate, a member of 
this advisory committee, had expressed their 
lack of support for many of the 
recommendations contained in the report. 
Council reviewed the advisory committee’s 
report and consulted with the Ontario 
Women’s Directorate for further 
information. Council members also 


discussed this issue within their committees. 
continued next page 


ONTARIO ADVISORY COUNCIL ON WOMEN’S ISSUES 1989/90 9 


In its submission to the Standing Committee 
on the Administration of Justice, Council 
supported and endorsed the comments of 
the Ontario Women’s Directorate and 
re-emphasized the concerns regarding 
situations of abuse, power imbalances, 
standards for mediators, financial 
imbalances, joint custody arrangements and 
evaluation of the process. 


Furthermore, Council stated it was unable to 
support mediation, since current preliminary 
steps such as the supervised access program 
are not working effectively and are being 
severely curtailed. 


Council recommended that the government 
give serious consideration to concems 
expressed by the Ontario Women’s 
Directorate prior to any action being taken. 


Supervised Access 


Due to time constraints, Council was unable 
to make a presentation to the public 
hearings held before the Standing 
Committee on Social Development 
regarding Bill 124, re amendments to the 
Children’s Law Reform Act. Bill 124 gives 
parents who have been denied court-ordered 
visits with their children new power to go 
to court on short notice to enforce their 
rights. 


In April, however, Council forwarded a 
letter to the Standing Committee Chair 
which stated that Bill 124 was not 
necessary and that it will adversely affect 
mothers. 


Concems were expressed regarding specific 
portions of Clauses 1, 2, 3, and 

6. Council concluded that Bill 124 is not 
acceptable legislation, that it represents a 
grave threat to women and children, and 
that it should be rejected. 


The Bill has been given a third reading by 
the Legislature, but has not yet been 
"proclaimed" into law. 


New Reproductive Technologies 


New Reproductive Technologies (NRTs) has 
been an ongoing Council concern for the 
last two years. Members have attended 
conferences, heard speakers, and read 
literature. A paper, What's New About New 
Reproductive Technologies, was 
commissioned two years ago to serve as 
background and explanation on the various 
technologies and their implications. 
Following that introductory brief, Council 
produced a fact sheet on NRTs which was 
inserted in Council Update, and distributed 
to our mailing list of over 10,000 people. 
Council also joined in the call for a federal 
Royal Commission to study the social, legal 
and ethical implications of NRTs. 


On October 25, 1989, the Prime Minister 
announced appointments to the Royal 
Commission which will conduct public 
hearings starting in September 1990. 
Council plans to present a submission when 
the Commission comes to Toronto during 
October31/November 1. 


To help groups become 
familiar with the issues 
and/or prepare their own 
presentations to the 
Commission, Council 
developed an NRTs 
workshop kit this year. The 
kit was designed to educate the public, 
promote dialogue and evaluate various 
technologies by recognizing their harms and 
benefits. The kit has been utilized by many 
groups across the province and has been 
lauded for its ease of use and the 
knowledge gained. 


NEVV 
Reproductive} 
TECHNOLOGIES 


UIVELLES TECHNIQUES BI 
Reproduction 
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Pensions 


The Honourable Murray Elston, Minister of 
Financial Institutions, invited Council to 
comment on the province’s proposals for 
pension reform. 


Over the years, Council has made numerous 
recommendations regarding pension reform. 
Many have been instituted, such as the 
drop-out provision in the Canada Pension 
Plan, and coverage for part-time employees, 
to name only two. Council commended the 
government on the continuing process of 
reform. 


In this submission, Council recommended 
that: 


¢ in the absence of mandatory employer- 
sponsored pension plans, the Ontario 
government strongly lobby for an 
expansion of the Canada Pension Plan. 


¢ the government adopt the 10% 
maximum level of indexation and that 
there be no cap on earnings covered, 
both as recommended by the Friedland 
Task Force. 


¢ there be mandatory splitting or 
equalization of pension credits on 
marriage breakdown, and that such 
credits become available only upon 
retirement. 


¢ that the government maintain the 50% 
rule which currently allows a spouse 
up to 50% of the pension benefits as 
valued on the separation date. 


Council concluded by urging the 
government to study the dissimilar impact 
of pension reform on women and men prior 
to bringing in any changes and called for 
wider consultation with women’s groups 
before major reforms are instituted. 


Rural Women 


Women for the Survival of Agriculture, a 
group working to improve the economic 
status of farm women, brought to Council’s 
attention the need for a training program 
geared specifically for rural women. Often, 
these women do not have access to training 
programs. 


Council forwarded a letter of support for 
this project to Barbara McDougall, Minister 
of Employment and Immigration. 


Violence 


Council sent a telegram to the families and 
friends of female students killed and injured 
last December in Montreal at 1’Ecole 
Polytechnique. A telegram was also 
forwarded to the Quebec Advisory Council 
on the Status of Women. 


A letter went to Premier Peterson and all 
members of Ontario’s legislature expressing 
concem regarding the disturbing trend of 
escalating violence against women. The 
letter talked about the various forms of 
violence against women: the physical and 
emotional violence perpetrated by family 
and strangers and the economic violence 
legitimized by governments and society. 
Ten questions were asked on these subjects 
and MPPs were asked to respond from their 
perspective as elected representatives. 


The letter was also printed in the March 
issue of Council Update and women were 
asked to find out where their MPP stands 
on these issues. The next edition of 
Council’s newsletter will contain an analysis 
of the responses. 
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Sexual Assault 
Women’s Studies 
In response to a request from the Minister 


Responsible for Women’s Issues, Council In January, Council convened a meeting 
forwarded several suggestions to the with co-ordinators for women’s studies 
government regarding the proposed five programs in Ontario universities. The 
year action plan in the area of sexual purpose of the meeting was to hear first 
assault. hand about the status of each program, 
develop a working relationship between 
These included the need for: Council and the various program co- 


ordinators and to discuss related issues. 
¢ stable, ongoing funding for Ontario’s 


Sexual Assault Counselling Centres; Representatives from 12 Ontario universities 
¢ professional development within the attended and stated that in general, women’s 
judiciary to sensitize judges on the studies programs at Ontario universities are 
subject of violence against women and underfunded and are not given a high — 
children, specifically including priority. Women teaching at the university 
information on sexual assault, sexual level are in the minority. In addition, many 

. . S bf 
abuse, pornography, prostitution and faculty are cross-appointed to women’s 
incest; studies, have intense role model demands 


place on them and often must serve on 


e development of mandatory courses in law 
several committees at once. 


schools to confront stereotypes associated 


with sexual assault; oe : : ’ 
Council’s meeting was the first time the 


* training of counsellors who work directly — ¢g_ordinators met prior to forming an 


with victims and perpetrators of sexual Ontario-wide association. Council intends to 
assault to be fully funded and formalized maintain contact with this group and looks 
on a standardized basis; forward to working with them. 


e public awareness programs geared 
primarily to children and teens. 


In January, the government announced new 
funding of $28.8 million dollars over five 
years to address the problem of sexual 
assault. The money will be used to more 
than double the total funding of Sexual 
Assault Centres; to provide training funds 
for health care professionals, police, Crown 
Attorneys and correctional services staff; 
and, to develop public education materials 
for use in schools. 
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Issues Tracking 


At this year’s strategy session, Council identified several emerging issues for further study. 
Speaking engagements given by the president, local meetings held by Council members 
with women’s groups, community leaders and individual women, and the perspective 
brought by each member from her region, combine to help Council focus on emerging 
issues. These can be developed several ways: as official Council recommendations, 
submissions to special legislative committees, meetings with MPPs or through the 
publication and distribution of books, background papers, fact sheets and news releases. 


This year, several topics were selected: 
Aging will focus on issues for aging 
women in the future. It is expected that 
recommendations will be developed for 
presentation to the government. 


Environment will be produced as an Action 
On Issues booklet and will focus on why 
the environment is a women’s issue. The 
booklet will be distributed in October 1990. 
In addition, Council will commence printing 
all publications on recycled paper. 


Mental Health will determine the major 
health issues affecting women, analyzing 
mental health and illness in relation to the 
role family, job and stress plays. Two 


New Publications 


Council publications are free of charge and 
available in English and French. A 
publications list is available upon request. 
Besides the New Reproductive Technologies 
kit mentioned on page 8, Council published 
Childcare Choices, the third publication in 
the Action on Issues series. 


regional consultations highlighting this 
subject are planned for the next fiscal year. 


Science is a look at the statistical picture of 
women in science, medicine and 
engineering. This project will also examine 
the relationship between girls and math and 
the barriers to women’s entry into the 
scientific, medical and engineering 
professions. Fact sheets will be developed 
from this project. 


Taxes: In Council’s continuing analysis of 
how the taxation system affects women, 
Council is studying the impact of the Goods 
and Services Tax (GST) on women and 
their existing over-taxation. 


Written for first-time 
parents, the book examines 
and evaluates the various 
types of available childcare 
and provides a useful guide 
to choosing and using 
them. 
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Speaking Engagements 


Association for Early Childhood Education conference, Hamilton 

City Adult Learning Centre, Toronto 

Employment Equity Network conference, Ministry of Transportation, Downsview 
Fédération nationale des femmes canadiennes-francaises, Windsor 

Hope Place, Milton 

Knox Ladies Circle, Knox Presbyterian Church, Oakville 

Local Council of Women, St. Catharines and Windsor 

Ontario Farm Women’s Network conference, Mississauga 

Sheridan College students, Oakville 

Union culturelle franco-ontarienne provincial general meeting, Kapuskasing 
United Church Women Conference, St. Paul’s United Church, Oakville 
Women for the Survival of Agriculture, Kemptville 

Women’s community groups representatives, Ottawa 


Women’s Week, Ryerson Polytechnical Institute 


Conferences and Meetings Attended 


Agenda for Action: Ontario Women into the 1990s, inaugural meeting of the Ontario 
Women’s Action Coalition; Sault Ste. Marie 


Cross Border Women’s Day Empire Farm Days Expo, New York Ontario House; Seneca 
Falls, New York 


Ethical Choices in the Age of Pervasive Technology conference, University of Guelph; 
Guelph 


Fédération Nationale des femmes Canadiennesfrancaises national conference, Ottawa 


Joint Federal/Provincial/Territorial Presidents Advisory Council planning meeting; 
Whitehorse, Yukon; and meeting; Montreal, Quebec 


Ourselves, Growing Older: A conference on women’s aging, York University; Downsview 
Reseau des femmes du sud-ouest meeting; Windsor 

Vision of Health, Premier’s Council on Health Strategy public consultation; Toronto 
Women and Mental Health Conference, Canadian Mental Health; Banff, Alberta 


Women and the Economy symposium, Canadian Advisory Council on the Status of 
Women; Ottawa 
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Letter of Transmittal 


July 1991 

The Honourable Anne Swarbrick 
Minister Responsible for Women’s Issues 
480 University Ave., Suite 200 

Toronto, Ontario 

MS5H 1V2 

Dear Ms. Swarbrick: 


I am pleased to present you with the Annual Report of the Ontario Advisory Council on 
Women’s Issues, for the fiscal year April 1, 1990 to March 31, 1991. 


This report provides the details of Council’s work on behalf of Ontario’s women. 


Sincerely, 


ee ® Licdousi 


Susan McDonald 
Vice-President 


2 ONTARIO ADVISORY COUNCIL ON WOMEN’S ISSUES 1990/91 


Council’s Mandate 


The mandate of the Ontario Advisory Council on Women’s Issues is to advise the 
Ontario government, through the Minister Responsible for Women’s Issues, on matters 
pertaining to the achievement of economic, social and legal equality for women; 


* to respond to requests for advice and consultation from the Minister Responsible for 
Women’s Issues; 


* to hold public meetings with the purpose of stimulating public discussion and 
accessing the opinions of women, particularly in regions throughout Ontario; 


¢ to identify specific areas requiring the attention of government and recommend 
legislation and program changes to the Minister Responsible for Women’s Issues. 


Financial Statement - April 1, 1990 - March 31, 1991 


Salaries $ 192,200 
Employee Benefits 35,400 
Transportation and Communication 95,700 
Services 197,500 
Supplies and equipment _15,600 
Total $ 536,400 
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Council Members 


Sandra Kerr, President 
Oakville 


November 1984 - October 1990 


Susan McDonald, Vice-President 


Arva 
January 1986 - January 1992 


Marielle Cousineau 
Kapuskasing 
November 1989 - June 1992 


Margot Dallaire 
Sudbury 
March 1990 - June 1992 


Bernice Dubec 
Thunder Bay 
September 1986 - June 1992 


Mila Eustaquio 
Mississauga, Reappointed 
August 1988 - August 1993 


Dianne Harkin 
Winchester 
September 1986 - June 1992 


Cathy McPherson 
Toronto, Reappointed 
August 1988 - August 1993 


Sarah Melvin 
Sioux Lookout 
March 1990 - August 1992 
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Carrol Anne Sceviour 
Toronto 
May 1990 - June 1991 


Lana Mitchell 
North Bay, Reappointed 
August 1988 - August 1993 


Helen Penfold 
Owen Sound 
August 1990 - August 1992 


Lucya Spencer 
Ottawa, Reappointed 
August 1988 - August 1993 


Lynn Zimmer 
Peterborough, Reappointed 
August 1988 - August 1993 


Eleanor Meslin, Ex-officio 
Assistant Deputy Minister 
Ontario Women’s Directorate 


STAFF 


Elayne Ceifets, Acting Executive Officer 
Lydia Oleksyn, Communications Officer 
Melody CarvalhoMount, Administrative 
Assistant 


Speaking for Women 


In many ways, it’s been a year of 
transition for the Council. Sandra’s 
Kerr’s term as president ended on 
October 18, 1990. A president has not 
been appointed to take her place. A new 
government is at the helm. Council’s 
policies and mandate are currently 
being examined by the government in 
its Sunset Review of agencies, boards 
and commissions. Four new members 
have been appointed: Margot Dallaire, 
Sudbury; Sarah Melvin, Sioux Lookout; 
Helen Penfold, Owen Sound; and Carrol 
Anne Sceviour, Toronto. Several other 
members’ terms were extended, and we 
said goodbye to Bridget Vianna, 
Council’s Executive Officer and its soul 
for 14 years. 


In my five years on the Council, I have 
heard criticisms about the function of 
an advisory Council. Questions have 
also been raised about the need for such 
a Council. We now have a government 
with 11 women Cabinet ministers, pay 
equity has made a difference for some 
women and women themselves have 
become much more sophisticated in 
voicing their demands for change. 


Susan Mcdonald, Vice-President 


But as we move through the 90s, I 
think there is a role for an advisory 
Council. It must speak for women who 
are not members of issue-based groups. 
It should also keep government 
informed about old issues and the new 
ones affecting women, offering possible 
solutions and approaches. 


Council awaits the outcome of the 
Sunset Review, which will determine its 
future direction. But it does not wait 
idly. It continues 
to reach out to 
women in the 
various regions of 
Ontario as it has 
always done. Our 
Annual Report 
reflects this. We 
continue to draw 
government’s 
attention to what 

: | concerns women 
and we hope to bring women together 
to fight for themselves. 
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Advising the Government 


Pay Equity 


The Hon. Gerry Phillips, Minister of 
Labour requested Council’s comments on 
the government’s proposed amendments to 
the Pay Equity Act. The government 
planned to expand the Act so that it 
covered more working women. 


There was general concer that the 
proposed amendments did not address the 
issue of predominantly female 
establishments. Women in these 
workplaces would continue to be excluded 
from the Act. 


Council was in agreement with the 
proposed amendments on proportional 
value. Our 1986 Pay Equity brief had 
suggested that proportional value was a 
suitable alternative when there were no 
male comparators. The brief also 
recommended that if gender predominance 
guidelines were adopted the relevant 
Employment Standards Act section (S. 33) 
should be amended to include equal pay 
for work of equal value. 


Council stated that pay equity should be a 
basic labour standard, and once more, 
called on the government to conduct a 
comprehensive review of the Employment 
Standards Act. 


Ontario Budget 


Since 1984, Council has participated in the 
budget consultation process. This year, the 
Hon. Floyd Laughren, Treasurer of Ontario 
asked for Council’s input and a letter was 
forwarded with Council’s suggestions for 
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the 1991 Ontario Budget. 


Although recognizing that Ontario’s 
economic climate had become unstable due 
to the recession and the Federal budget, 
Council urged the government to maintain 
the commitment of improving women’s 
status in Ontario. 


Council recommended that: 


¢ the minimum wage be increased to a 
"liveable wage" as a fixed percentage 
of the average industrial wage and 
harmonized with social assistance 
benefits. 


¢ shelters for battered women receive a 
significant increase in funding. 


¢ the government take immediate steps 
to increase the number of women’s 
addiction treatment centres; that a 
percentage of funds equivalent to the 
percent collected as taxes on alcohol 
products be earmarked for this 
purpose; a provision be made for 
childcare services for women involved 
in the addiction rehabilitation 
programs. 


¢ the government take immediate steps 
to fund supervised access programs in 
all regions of Ontario. 


the government take immediate steps 
to ensure that all Ontario women have 
equal access to safe abortion services. 


¢ the government implement and expand 
high quality, affordable non-profit 
childcare in Ontario; and that 
measures be introduced to increase the 


wages of childcare staff in non-profit 
centres. 


These initiatives did not require an infusion 
of new tax dollars and Council pointed out 
how existing dollars be used more 
effectively. In 1986, Council suggested a 
number of potential revenue sources to the 
Treasurer and these were reiterated: 
* using excess lottery funds toward capital 
costs of transition houses, childcare 
centres and second-stage housing for 


women leaving violent situations. For 
1991, the list was expanded to include 
supervised access centres. 


e placing a 25% tax on pornographic 
magazines, films and videos and using 
the revenue for counselling and childcare 
programs in transition houses and rape 
crisis centres. 


¢ beginning a serious review of the 
provincial-federal tax transfer system and 
assessing the impact on women and 
children. 


Regional Consultations: Mental Health 


In December 1990, Council released a 
background paper Women and Mental 
Health in Ontario. In an attempt to 
develop recommendations that truly 
reflected the opinions of women 
throughout Ontario, Council held regional 
consultations in Kapuskasing (February 
26); Thunder Bay (March 28) and Ottawa 
(March 25). A similar session is planned 
for Owen Sound on April 29. 


The purpose of the meetings was to gather 
feedback from women in each region and 


to focus on mental health as a women’s 
issue. Each meeting took the form of a 
brainstorming session which offered 
women the opportunity to freely discuss 
ideas on how to improve mental health for 
women. Council’s paper on mental health 
had been distributed to participants 
beforehand, and was used as a basis for 
dialogue. 


Recommendations heard in each region 
will be compiled and in August, Council 
will present a brief to the government. 
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For the Record 


Access Orders 


Council’s Justice Committee presented a 
Brief to the Ontario Government on Access 
Orders in March 1991. The Brief reviews 
the issues from the perspective of the 
courts, the parents and the children. Six 
recommendations are included: 


¢ The Attorney General should take 
immediate steps to repeal Bill 124, An 
Act to Amend the Children’s Law 
Reform Act. 


¢ The government should take 
immediate steps to fund supervised 
access programs in all regions of 
Ontario. 


¢ An interministerial committee and an 
advisory committee should be created 
immediately to: 


a. establish the framework for funding 
programs and training workers; 


b. monitor and assess its development 
and effectiveness; 


c. examine funding programs and/or 
pilot projects from other provinces 
and countries; and 


d. consult with those who have 
operated or are presently operating 
supervised access programs. 


¢ All supervised access arrangements 
should be staffed by qualified 
personnel in safe, child focused and 
neutral settings. 
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¢ All supervised access programs should 
be required to document access 
arrangements and services. 


¢ Prior to ordering access arrangements 
and throughout the period of these 
arrangements, the courts should 
consult with the children involved. 


Aging 


In March 1991, Council released Raising 
the Issues: A Discussion Paper on Aging 
Women in Ontario. The purpose of the 
report was to highlight the concerns of 
older women in Ontario. 


This document discusses the many aspects 
related to aging that are specifically unique 
to women. Among them: 


¢ Women live longer than men and the 
average woman can expect to live the 
last years of her life alone. 

¢ Women are prescribed more drugs, 
many of which are highly addictive. 

¢ Older women are economically poorer 
than older men - 71% of the elderly 
poor are women. 

¢ Older women face discrimination 
based on both their age and gender. 


The document also highlights the key 
concems of older women with special 
needs (ie. women with disabilities, 
immigrant women, francophone women, 
native women and rural women). 


Council distributed this paper to women’s 
groups in Ontario asking for comments on 
areas that require government action. 
Council’s intent is to present the 
government with recommendations that 
truly reflect the diverse views and opinions 
of people from across Ontario. The 
deadline for comments is June 14, 1991. 


Environment 


Cae Women and the 
+ ACTION 3, SSUES * 


Environment is the 

last in Council’s 

Action on Issues 

= series of booklets. 
tae (The others were 

ENVIRONMENT § on health, new 

reproductive 

' technologies and 
ae childcare). 


The 50-page book presents a feminist 
perspective on environmental issues. It 
contains practical information on how 
women can significantly change things in 
the workplace, home and community. It 
explains how to bring about change 
through individual or group action and 
includes a list of environmental groups. 


The book is available free, through 
Council’s office. 


ON 


Goods and Services Tax 


Council wrote a letter outlining the 
negative impact of the Goods and Services 
Tax on women to the Chair of the Senate 
Committee on The Goods and Services 
Tax. A letter was also forwarded to the 


Hon. Michael Wilson, Federal Minister of 
Finance and the Hon. Robert Nixon, 
Treasurer of Ontario. 


Council stated that the tax would result in 
loss of jobs for women; an increase in the 
cost of housing, food and childcare; and 
would present even more hardships for 
older women. 


Further, low and middle-income tax 
groups, the majority of which are women, 
would pay a greater percentage of their 
income in GST than high-income tax 
groups. 


Council urged the Federal government not 
to pass the proposed tax and asked the 
Ontario government to pass measures to 
alleviate the impact of the GST if it 
became law. 


Human Rights Act 


Council added its voice to that of other 
Canadians calling on the Federal 
government for amendments to the 
Canadian Human Rights Act that would 
prohibit discrimination based on sexual 
orientation. 


In 1986, a special all party parliamentary 
committee unanimously urged that the 
federal government include sexual 
orientation in the Act, but no initiatives 
had been undertaken. 


Council is waiting for a response to this 
letter. 
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Meech Lake Accord 


In June 1990, Council forwarded a letter to 
the Chair of the Select Committee on 
Constitutional and Intergovernmental 
Affairs. The letter expressed concern about 
the danger presented by the Meech Lake 
Accord to the equality rights section in the 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms. 


Council stated that women’s concerns were 
being ignored in the ongoing constitutional 
discussions and that the Accord must 
define equality between the sexes as a 
fundamental characteristic of Canada. 


When the Ontario legislature confirmed its 
acceptance of the Meech Lake Accord 
without change, Council passed the 
following resolution: 


Whereas, various submissions by many 
women’s groups in Ontario to the 
Ontario Select Committee on 
Constitutional Reform have expressed 
grave concerns about the dilution by the 
Meech Lake Accord of the Equality 
Rights as entrenched in the Canadian 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms; 


Whereas, the Report of the Ontario 
Select Committee on Constitutional 
Reform failed to adequately address 
these concerns; 


Whereas, not only women, but other 
equality seeking groups such as visible 
minority, disabled, lesbian, gay and 
aboriginal peoples have expressed 
concem about the dilution of the Charter 
guarantees; 


Therefore, the Ontario Advisory Council 
on Women’s Issues recommends the 
inclusion in Section 2 of the Accord, of a 
clause stipulating that nothing in the 
Accord would abrogate or derogate 
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from the rights guaranteed by the 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms. 


The Meech Lake Accord was not passed 
into law. 


New Reproductive Technologies 


Council made a submission to the Royal 
Commission on New Reproductive 
Technologies at the public hearings held in 
Toronto during October 1990. 


Council’s Brief contained 38 
recommendations and focussed on three 
specific areas: in vitro fertilization, 
reproductive contracts and alternative 
insemination. 


Council called on the federal government 
to declare a moratorium on the use of in 
vitro fertilization (IVF). Council stated 
that women involved in IVF during the 
moratorium should be fully informed of 
this technology’s experimental nature and 
potential dangers. 


Reproductive contracts, (often referred to 
as surrogacy contracts) should be viewed 
as contrary to public policy. Council called 
for legislation to declare such contracts 
null and void and that it be a criminal 
offence to promote such a contract. 


Council’s recommendations were in favour 
of alternative insemination (AI) 
(sometimes called artificial insemination) 
because such procedures are inexpensive, 
easy to use and meet the needs of a diverse 
population. 

The Royal Commission has extended its 
deadline to April 30, 1992 for making 
written or tape-recorded submissions to the 
Commission. 


Support Orders Enforcement 


Council has undertaken a review of support 
enforcement orders in Ontario. This 
position paper will provide background 
information on court-ordered spousal and 
child support payments and on the office 
established by the government in 1987 to 
oversee these payments. The review will 
be completed by June 1991. 


Violence 


A letter was forwarded to The Rt. Hon. 
Brian Mulroney lending Council’s support 
to the 23 women’s groups calling for a 


Royal Commission into the abuse of 
women. Council called for a high-profile, 
public investigation with strong 
recommendations to set the tone for the 
attitudes and action of society. 


The Hon. Mary Collins, Minister 
Responsible for the Status of Women 
responded and stated that she had met with 
representatives from several women’s 
organizations to discuss their proposal 
regarding the objectives and mandate of a 
Royal Commission. She is assessing this 
proposal prior to undertaking discussions 
with Cabinet colleagues about this and 
other measures to deal with violence 
against women. 


Conferences and Meetings Attended 


Conférence provinciale: La femme dans une société vieillisante, Fédération des femmes 


canadiennes-frangaises de 1’Ontario; Sudbury. 


Gender Science and Medicine II conference, National Ad Hoc Committee on Gender Bias 


in Science and Medicine; Toronto 


Joint Federal/Provincial/Territorial Presidents Advisory Council meeting; 


Moncton, New Brunswick 


International Rural Mental Health and Addictions Conference; Candore College, 


North Bay 


Rencontre provincial ’90 de la Fédération des femmes canadiennes-frangaises de 1’Ontario; 


Sudbury 


Women and Environments conference, Women and Environments Education and 


Development Foundation (WEED); Toronto 


Women and the Canadian State, University of Ottawa; Ottawa 


Women and the Many Dimensions Of Power, First World Summit; Montreal, Quebec 


Women Make a Difference: A conference on women and politics in the ’90s, Committee 


for ’94; Toronto 


Women’s Worlds: Realities and Choices, 4th International Interdisciplinary Congress on 


Women; New York, New York 
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Speaking Engagements 


Adult day program series, Uxbridge Library, Uxbridge 

Annual Assembly, Ontario Native Women’s Association, Sudbury 
Business and Professional Women’s Club, Windsor 

City of Windsor female employees, Windsor 

Community women, Dorset, Ontario 

Gemini Club, London 

Georgina Public Library, Kewswick 

Lunch ’N Learn session, Pillsbury Canada Limited, Don Mills 
MOMs Everywhere, Toronto 

Multicultural Workshop, "Challenge for Change ’90" conference, Ottawa 
Nurses’ Week, Mississauga Hospital, Mississauga 

Ontario Nurses’ Association Annual Dinner Meeting, Burlington 
Parent Child Centre, Burlington 

Residents and Interns Wives’ Association, London 

Regional Day Care staff, Oshawa 

St. Clair College, Windsor 

Sault College of Applied Arts and Technology, Elliot Lake 
Seniors groups, London 

Spouses of Young Presidents Organization, Toronto 


Trent University politics class, Peterborough 


United Church Women (UCW), Wellington Square United Church, Burlington 


University Women’s Club, Oakville 
Women for the Support of Agriculture, Middlesex chapter, London 
Women’s Health Day, Mississauga Hospital Auxiliary, Mississauga 


Women’s League for Conservative Judaism, Ontario Branch, Downsview 
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Letter of Transmittal 


March 1991 


The Honourable Marion Boyd 

Minister Responsible for Women’s Issues 
480 University Ave., Suite 200 

Toronto, Ontario 

M5G 1V2 


Dear Ms. Boyd: 


I am pleased to submit the annual report of the Ontario advisory Council on Women’s 
Issues, for the fiscal year April 1, 1991 to March 31, 1992. 


This report provides a summary of Council’s activities. 


Sincerely, 


Amy Go, 
President 
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Council’s New Mandate (April I to December 31, 1991) 


The Ontario Advisory Council on Women’s Issues be continued to December 31, 
1991* with the mandate to present to the Minister Responsible for Women’s Issues by 
November I, 1991** a compilation of views, obtained through extensive consultations 
with a broad range of women’s groups throughout the province on mechanisms for — ~ 
improving consultation between women’s groups and the government through the 
Minister Responsible for Women’s Issues. Without limiting the generality of the 


foregoing: ‘ 


(a) The President shall present to the Minister by November 1, 1991** a 
compilation of views gathered through consultations with women’s 
groups in a broad range of sectors including groups representing visible 
minority, immigrant, refugee, disabled, aboriginal, francophone and 
lesbian women and ensuring geographic representation including northern 
women; 


(b) Membership shall continue until December 31, 1991.* 


* Council and membership were extended until March 31, 1992 
** Date extended to December 15, 1991 


* 
~ 


‘ ; a ne st a | 
(REL LE Tofino. ot t liga) STON 


0 edacicly teenies eae ai 


xd eoveel 2'namoW 10% oldienoqess zsminiM ont of of ef ot . 
_ moittluanea sviansixa dgnoxl Bonindo awsle Yo oligos ae , igs ir . 


| io! emeinacsom no soniverq orft 


*,100% JE wdneoeG Litnw onitizos Hevle gidevsdensM | (0). 


Cet AE dah Winw bobnotxs snow qidnodmorn brs bas Hongo * 
1R@i ee ee 


Council Meetings 


May 3, 1991 

June 27, 1991 
August 27, 1991 
December 12, 1991 
March 4, 1992 


The Council President and Minister Responsible for Women’s Issues maintain regular 
contact and the Minister attended 3 Council meetings during this period. 


Financial Statement = April 1, 1991 - March 31, 1992 


Salaries $ 141,900 
Employee Benefits . 23,100 
Transportation and Communication 70,000 
Services 150,000 
Supplies and Equipment ) 15,000 
Total $ 400,000* 


*Reduced to $374,200 due to mid-year ministry-wide budget cuts. 
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Council Members 


Amy Go, President 
Toronto 
August 1991 - March 1992 


Susan McDonald, Vice-President 


Arva 
January 1986 - March 1992 


Marielle Cousineau 
Kapuskasing 
November 1988 - June 1992 


Margot Dallaire 
Sudbury 
March 1990 - June 1992 


Bernice Dubec 
Thunder Bay 
September 1986 - June 1992 


Mila Eustaquio 
Mississauga 
August 1988 - August 1993 


Dianne Harkin 
Winchester 
September 1986 - June 1992 


Cathy McPherson * 
Toronto 


August 1988 - August 1993 


* Resigned October 1, 1991 


Sarah Melvin — 
Sioux Lookout 
March 1990 - August 1992 


Lana Mitchell 
North Bay 
August 1988 - August 1993 


Helen Penfold 
Owen Sound 
August 1990 - August 1992 _ 


Carrol Anne Sceviour 
Toronto 
May 1990 - March 1992 


Lucya Spencer 
Ottawa 
August 1988 - August 1993 


Rose Voyvodic 
Windsor | 
October 1991 - March 1992 


Lynn Zimmer 
Peterborough 
August 1988 - August 1993 


Shirley Hoy, Ex-officio 
Assistant Deputy Minister 
Ontario Women’s Directorate 


STAFF 

Elayne Ceifets, Executive Officer 

Lydia Oleksyn, Communications Officer 

Melody CarvathoMount, Administrative 
Assistant 

Bonnie Powell, Receptionist 
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Big Hills Amy Go, President 


When I was travelling around Ontario listening to women expressing their frustration and 
anger in accessing the government, I remembered an old Chinese fable. 


An "old fool" lived with his family in a little village fenced by a hill. Every time the family 
wanted to go into town, they had to spend hours walking around the hill. One day, the “old 
fool" gathered all his family members and started shovelling to remove the hill. 


A "wise man" walked by and laughed at the old man. He said to him, "You’re so old and the 
hill is so high. Why do you think you can remove the hill before you die?" To that, the “old 
fool" replied, "Even though I may die before we are finished, I have children and they have 
children. If we all keep working at it, some day, I’m sure, the hill will be removed and 
people will not have to walk around it to go into town." 


Sometimes, I think women that are working for change are either fools or extremely 
optimistic. I prefer to think we are optimistic. When one recognizes the tremendous systemic 
barriers that women are facing, however, one wonders when, if ever, they will be removed. 


The entrenched sexism, racism and other forms of discrimination in our society have denied 
women and many other oppressed groups the opportunities to participate equitably. We have 
been paying a higher cost for these societal injustices and inequities. In the current recession, 
the oppressed groups in particular are bearing tremendous burdens, as the gap between the 
rich and the poor, and between the powerful and the powerless, widens. 


Women, especially those that are facing multiple forms of discrimination, still have a long 
way to go before we have true access to employment, education, health and social services, 
and training. More importantly, we are still far removed from the decision making process. 


Unfortunately, when there is a Jack of recognition among us within the women’s movement 
regarding the different and multiple forms of oppression that. we face, our struggles are made 
harder. We need to build a common understanding and recognition of such differences and we 
need to strengthen the solidarity among us. 


I remain hopeful, that some day, the seemingly insurmountable barriers that women confront, 
will be removed. 
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Fair Share Susan McDonald, Vice-President 


Since 1986, when I was appointed to the Ontario Advisory Council on Women’s Issues, many 
of the changes that have occurred have given me cause to celebrate and commiserate. 


I can celebrate when my daughters tell me they know they can have any career they choose " * 
(as long as they work for it); but I am fearful for their safety on the campuses of our 


universities and the streets of-our cities. 


I cheer for my friends and co-workers who are finally being recompensed for the true value 
of their work; but I am frustrated for those who are not because the law still does not cover 


their workplace. 


I applaud the many women who have found the courage to leave abusive relationships; but I 
am discouraged that so many are still trapped because of their fear or their poverty. 


I commend those women who have come to Canada as immigrants and have overcome so 
many obstacles to carve out a proud niche for themselves and their families; but I agonize for 
those who still find themselves isolated because there are not enough training programs or 
language classes. 


Being on Council has given me the unique opportunity to travel across the entire province 
and to meet women working for other women, women working for children, women working 
for the sick and the poor, women working for a fairer justice system, women in business, 
women in medicine and education. Interesting, brave committed women in so many walks of 
life who might not have been there twenty years ago except for the women’s movement. 


But that is not to say we have no need for women to remain vigilant. We do. More and more, 
women’s issues are being replaced by children’s issues: child poverty, child abuse, child 
support. These are disastrous issues and require our attention. But governments and program 
planners seem to forget that most children live with their mothers, and if these mothers, these 
women are poor, abused, uneducated, inadequately housed and fed, it is likely their children 


will be as well. 


I fear that many of the strides women have made will fall by the wayside, because, in hard 
times, it is more "acceptable" to find money for children. 

Women cannot become complacent. We must ensure that gains made in the past pave the 
way for new breakthroughs, new achievements, new initiatives. Women comprise 51% of the 
population. In good times and in hard times, it is acceptable to expect our fair share. We’ve 
never had it. And we don’t have it yet. 
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Improving Communications with the Government 


The new mandate, handed down this year, directed Council to compile views on how to 
improve communications between women in Ontario and the provincial government. 


Given the time, resources and money available, Council adopted a three-fold approach to 
fulfill the mandate: 


Consultations. Throughout September and October, 70 consultations were held with 
women in Barrie, Halton, Hearst, Kapuskasing, Kingston, Kitchener-Waterloo, London, 
Mississauga, Moose Factory, North Bay, Ottawa, Owen Sound, Peterborough, Sault 
Ste. Marie, St. Catharines, Sudbury, Thunder Bay, Toronto, Winchester and Windsor. 
Consultations were led by either the president, vice-president and/or the local 
Council member. Approximately 25 women attended each 2 1/2 hour meeting. The 
same questions were asked at each session and flip charts were used to note the . 
responses. Consultation summaries were prepared by Council members in attendance 
and forwarded to Council office for inclusion in the report to government. 
Special measures were taken to reach out to non-English, non-French speaking 
women, disabled women and native women. Community workers were hired to hold 
sessions with Italian, Spanish, Portuguese, Chinese, African, Filipino and Greek 
speaking women. There were two sessions with disabled women, one with the deaf 
and hard of hearing community, and one with the physical disabled community. 
Meeting summaries were prepared by the community worker chairing the session and 
were included in the report. 


Questionnaire. A questionnaire was prepared and distributed to approximately 11,000 
people on Council’s mailing list. It contained five multiple choice questions and space 
for personal comments. The results were tabulated and included in the report to 
government. 


Letters: Women who could not attend our consultations or wanted to offer more input 
than the questionnaire allowed, were asked to send their comments to Council via 
mail, fax or telephone. 


During the consultations, and via the questionnaire and letters, women pointed out the many 
difficulties and frustrations they have faced in trying to communicate with the government. 
They offered a wide range of ideas on how the government could improve communication 
with them. Confusion about the responsibilities of different departments, getting the 
runaround, lack of information and poor communication between government departments and 
ministries were all cited as major barriers to accessing information. 


na ae rie . 


Ah 


a *\) Jae 

‘a valdecds arg imeem 1 nweab bots se mm wort SefT 
snomturtovoy Inisnivory ed bas Sinsia nt a ae ¢ elicls ie . 
oH Wo bli | sar aaah a 


ahs i> + Ge Reena 


sh iis “heen “ec ag mts 
noban.t ocho WsnedoiiA ,noregaiat Sevan iat ste we. 


sosball? Bie ical canoe? sO cies eine? ana a 
Isdoi 913 10\bits tnsbi yowy tnebizowg ot) redtis yd bol exsw anoitniluencD ar 
oT .ynitsem aod S\! £ ose bebiehe aentow 2° y xedment fanuoD 
‘nt seks ane cie mua Wy Hal elnksn cs ta WM tao eae . No 
sonsbasns al gedeer: iesaoD yd bemgqsiq crow sohemmiys nokietinend .zcetoqest | 
Ansmmnsvos oF Roget oft ni noewtont 101 softo TomseD o}-habagyeY bau 
flonst-non /lailgnil-non oF igo toast of nodal crew sorosatm Iniosq? 
Liki or bells sxe idnesig’ Seer ean AGgp RBar ele 
dood bre ouiquii naohiA, ,szenif> ozeuyorod deinegé wails iw enoieese 
Yeoh art iw eno nemow beldseib div annizese owt sew s1edT .comow gniazoge 
" ytinumintod beldesib Irsieydq sd? dhiw ano bea \yiiguentnos ghiesd Yo bisa bis 
Se RE ee ee gee ee 
’ Joger sti nt bebulont stew 


‘000,11 ylesnrnixoiqas 01 bondinveib ham Bsinkjang yew suianitotteoup A stiennoitesn® 
conge bre enoitesup soioro slgitiuet svit benismo> 11 ‘nit gatliam s'tionuoD no slqooq 
o} hogy odt ni beboloni bas bemiludst Siew eiluesr edT etnscnnoo Ianoeisq i0t 

_ daseensvog 


jug stort Ro ot betnsw to anoliatluenes Two bnette joa biuos ortw nomeW sett! | 
aly lisnuoD of atnamsnos riod! Knew or bodes wow ,bewolle stiennoitesup ott macit | 
snotiqalst 10 x82 , fim . 


yore orld 180 botniog mernoyy riots! brie siisnaoitzeup sit aiv bur znofmttuenos ort gaiuC 
aneranioves odi diiw stevinuruno9 of grtiva) ai boost svar yodt enoitartauit bn 2oi!lyoiib A 

noiiesiaummnos svorgmi blvo> insmmsvog silt worl no to synsi sbiw a hersfio yedT 

od! gritieg zinomnageb insasiib to esivilid silt tuods noiainoD .crvarl cltiw 

haw einonmsgeb inemmvog nsewied noitssiquramos 100q bas hoisrmotni Yo Sos! ,bavorsnin 

noiteamolal gnizasosg of ee eee ee 


8 


Throughout the consultations, a numerous suggestions were came forward on how to improve 
communication, accessibility and accountability of the Council. It was clear that women 
believed an arms length body, such as Council, is very important in helping wornen to 
achieve equality. There were, however, different visions on the roles and responsibilities that 
Council should be granted. Therefore, Council developed three models which incorporate 
most of the ideas heard at the consultations: 


Comprehensive Model would give Council extensive responsibilities, including 
advocacy, research, community development, information dissemination and resource 
provider. At both provincial and regional levels, Council would play a key role in 
monitoring the government’s activities, facilitating women’s collective action and 
disseminating information. The operation of a toll-free hotline would provide women 
with access to information and resources. Council’s focus would be well balanced with 
equal emphasis on regional and provincial activities. 


Advocacy, Information Dissemination and Research Model would give Council an 
important advocating role on behalf of women and a "watchdog" on the government 
function. At the same time, Council would facilitate women’s access to government 
through the dissemination of information and community education. Council would 
also conduct and develop research studies on issues often overlooked by the 
government and community. 


Community Development Model would facilitate the development of womens’ 
collective action and communication between women and government. Council would 
ensure the participation of women in different regions by actively reaching out to the 
women there. Council’s main focus would be to facilitate regional activities. 


A comprehensive report was presented to the Hon. Marion Boyd, the Minister Responsible for 
Women’s Issues and also forwarded to all who participated in the consultation process. 
Entitled, Report to the Government on Improving Communications Between Women and the 
Ontario Government, it is available, at no charge, from Council’s office. 
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Meetings with the Minister 


December 12, 1991 


On December 12, 1991, the Hon. Marion Boyd met with Council to discuss the Report to the 4 
Government on Improving Communications Between Women and the Ontario Government. 


The Minister expressed appreciation for the extensive feedback received from the 
consultations. She informed Council that many of the practical suggestions contained in the 
Report would be addressed within the year. 


The Minister supported the idea of increased regional representation to Council but stated that 
the high costs would make it impossible during these times of fiscal restraint. 


The Minister and Council members decided to ask consultation participants for comments on 
the three models proposed for Council when the report was forwarded to them. A meeting for 
March 4, 1992 was scheduled between the Minister and Council to develop the new mandate. 


March 4, 1992 


On March 4, 1992, the Hon. Marion Boyd met with Council to present the parameters for 
consideration of Council’s new role and mandate. 


Under this proposal, Council would have a regional focus, similar to the community 
development model presented by Council in its Report. Two members would be appointed 
from the northeast, northwest, southwest, central, east and Metro regions of Ontario, for a 
total of 12 members. All current Council members terms would expire March 31, 1992 and 
applications for the new Council would be invited from groups and individuals. A budget of 
$382,300 was proposed with a reduction in staff to two people. 


The Minister asked Council for a response to this proposal by March 18, 1992. 


Council’s Response 


Council wrote a letter to the Minister expressing enthusiasm with proposed community 
outreach model but outlined several concerns regarding the Minister’s proposal: 
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Mandate: Council recommended that the new mandate retain its arms length 
component and expressed concer that the Minister’s proposal made no mention of 
this relationship. It was further recommended that the government work toward 
entrenching the mandate in legislation. Council suggested that there be a 2 or 3 year 
implementation plan for the new mandate. 


Budget: The proposed budget of $382,300 is inadequate and unfairly based on the 
reduced allocation for the current fiscal year. The current year’s allocation of $400,000 
was reduced from last year’s figure of $536,400 because it was to be prorated over the 
9 month time frame of the current mandate. When the 9 months lapsed, the mandate 
was extended for 3 months wiih no further fund allocation. Council, therefore, was 
forced to absorb 12 months of expenditures into a 9 month budget. This budget was 
further reduced to $374,200 due to ministry-wide budget cuts. Recognizing the 
necessity of fiscal restraint, Council nevertheless requested a budget of $400,000 for 
the new fiscal year and new mandate. 


Membership: Council recommended that the number of members be increased from 
the proposed 12 to 15 with the following breakdown: 

- 3 members from each of northeast and northwest: | 

- 2 members from each of central, southwest, southeast and Metro Toronto 


- 1 President 
It was further recommended that members from each region represent different 
districts to ensure regional diversity and that the new Council have a mix of new and 


experienced members. 

Staff: Council believes that the existing level of staff (4) should be maintained. 
Review: Council stressed the need for the government to informally review the new 
mandate after the second year and that the Minister seek the views and opinions of 


Ontario’s women to determine if the mandate addresses and responds to their needs. 


It is expected that a new mandate will be handed down on April 1, 1992. 
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